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side mirrors down so I could not see in them. I drove home still 
dry sobbing and parked the car in the garage. I could not live 
like this anymore, it was killing me and I did not feel safe. 

My stomach was already full of acid and I knew 
crapulence wasn't the appropriate anodyne but I wanted to feel 
numb so I mixed a strong Black Ukrainian in a tall glass. What I 
really needed was Homer's nepenthe. 

I wondered if the real truth was in that incunable and I 
needed to find the answers but it was like lifting the veil of the 
47th Problem of Euclid, squaring the circle, doubling the cube or 
trisecting an angle. Maybe it was a thing unsolvable. 



I had slept for several hours and felt better, calmer. I 
thought of just working at home for the next few days and read 
as much of that abominable incunable as I could to try to find a 
viable explanation for that demonic spawn causing me this 
insanity. 

I had become a librocubicularist preferring the comfort of 
my pillows and mattress instead of reading downstairs in the 
study. I opened the accursed pages of 'The Levoriqum' as if I was 
seeking the key to the gates of Hades itself. 
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It was past midnight. The night sky was clear and 
silent. The stone keep was sequestered at the top of the jagged 
mountains above the northlands. All was barren and the sharp 
grey rocks that jutted from the ridge looked like giant fangs, 
they were called the Dragon’s Teeth. At the highest peak of the 
Dragon’s Teeth a single spire rose out of the mountain, the 
pinnacle looking like a black finger against the moon whose 
lunar light reflected off the patches of snow covering the peaks 
with an aethereal blue light that glowed against the cold stone. 

The knight stepped out from the light into the frigid night 
air and observed the tower up ahead. He drudged through the 
frozen darkness up the mountain pass until he reached the 
heavy wooden door of the keep. An elaborate image of a tree 
was artfully carved into the wood door, at the top left of the tree 
was a moon and at the top right was a sun. In the centre of the 



O 217 $ 




Tales of Argot 



tree there was a large golden winged scarab with a hole in it. 

The knight took out the winged scarab key and inserted it into 
the scarab on the door, the sound of a heavy bolt being thrown 
back thundered sonorously, the deep low tone echoing 
throughout the stone tunnel as the door swung open grinding on 
its rusty hinges. 

High up in the tower Arcatius was bent over his table 
deep in thought, the only sounds in the room were that of his 
quill scratching hastily on the parchment and the crepitation 
from the low burning fire in the hearth. Once in a while the 
scratching sound would cease when Arcatius paused and held up 
his quill to look out the small window into the darkness, as if 
the answer to his puzzled mind lay in the cold stillness of the 
night and the constellations of stars. 

He had a short white goatee and moustache that was 
peppered with specs of black. His head was entirely bald and he 
wore a black wool cap and a heavy mid-length coat with a fur 
collar and lapels over an embroidered vest and white shirt to 
keep him warm from the chill in the air. A heavy gold chain 
hung around his neck with a golden triangle pointing to the sky. 
The old magus puffed at his pipe and squinted with careworn 
eyes. The window of the tower was open exposing the eternal 
gems of heaven paving pathways throughout the night and he 
knew them like a map in his mind. He was a navigator. 
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Arcatius had been charting the stars, his celestial 
companions, every night for as far back as he could remember. 
He slowly let out rings of smoke that danced in the air then 
looked over to the wall and gazed at the dusty tomes on the 
shelves and with a focused thought he manipulated the subtle 
energies calling one of the large books to float over to him from 
across the room. He scribbled a note in the book and with a 
casual wave of his hand it returned back to the shelf. 

The small room of the tower was cluttered, teacups were 
scattered here and there, inkbottles and omnium-gatherum from 
all places imaginable and unimaginable adorned almost every 
surface. A small spiral staircase led up to the top of the tower 
that held a bedroom loft which was shadowed in darkness. 

He heard the door to the keep open, a visitor, a very 
special visitor to be able to gain entry through his door. Only 
one who had the key could enter. 

The knight walked through the dark passage and ascended 
the stone steps into the interior of the keep. He was in total 
darkness as he traversed the winding steps up to the tower and 
when he reached the top a door stood ajar with a ray of light 
shining through it like hope to a heart in despair. The knight 
rapped upon the heavy wood door. 

“Enter!” a voice boomed from within. 

The knight pushed the door open and stepped inside. 
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“Welcome Knight, I am Arcatius the navigator, and I 
know why you have come. We do not have time to waste so let 
us not dawdle or stray from your purpose. Please sit.” Arcatius 
pointed to a leather chair by the fire. “I want you to read from 
‘The Otturicuh’ before you continue your quest.” 

“Thank you for your hospitality, but what pray tell is 
‘The Otturicuh ’ , I’ve never heard of such a book?” the knight 
asked, sitting down in the comfortable chair leaning into the 
warmth of the fire. He noticed a silver apple on the writing 
table. 



“I consider ‘The Otturicuh ’ an enchiridion, it is more than 
histories or stories, it can be used as a manual to guide one on 
their journey, after all you need to know where you are going 
and what path you must take,” the navigator said. 

Arcatius handed the knight a large old tome with a black 
cover. The pages looked incredibly old as if they would crumble 
at the slightest touch but by some magick spell they had held 
together through the ages. The book was truly ancient. 

“You need only read this one section,” Arcatius said 
picking up his pipe to relight it and then began to smoke. 

“I cannot make out the writing. It is not understandable 
to me.” The knight looked questioningly at Arcatius. The old 
magus just waved his hand, the candle flickered once and then 
seemed to grow brighter from the energy in the air as the ink 
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faded on the page of the old tome and the writing was replaced 
with text that was comprehensible in the knight’s own language. 



The knight began to read: 



€ tit €##«() 



We were cursed that day by the rising of a silent 
white dawn that cast forth its achromatic luminosity upon 
the lower worlds of Eyntaurra as if to herald the triumphant 
inception of a new epoch of gods y and it was the coming of 
these illumed ones that led to the ultimate deception of all 
the primal races. 

They were called the Selphi and they seemed to have 
come with the light of the sun and we all sought to tap that 
power y the energy of all life force/ we wanted their magick for 
our own and we were given the fire and a promise of light as 
an inheritance/ this they swore to us. 

They professed to be the bearers of hope/ protectors of 
life and bringers of great knowledge but the truth was 
blanketed in a guise of stewardship when they had cracked as 
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if parted by lightning/ each one of the illumed beings split 
and became two separate entities. The Selphi were white 
benevolent dragons and their dark twin the Zargozvod/ were 
vile black dragons. That is when we began to know true 
terror/ when the darker beings emerged. 

It was the ultimate perfidy on that fated day when they 
sloughed off their masks of light/ and without the light to 
reflect back into our eyes to blind us we saw the Zargozvod in 
their true form/ dark/ hideous and evil like they had come 
from the void/ the furthest dimensions of outer darkness. 

They were the spawn of night itself. 

With their pretence shed they had no more need to 
deceive and they infiltrated the [and of Eyntaurra coming 
here not for worship but to conquer. Clothed in pitch these 
abhorrent deities sought to consume and destroy the race 
worlds claiming power for their own so their chaos would 
always reign. Wars broke out between the opposing 
immortals/ the Selphi and the Zargozvod battling each other 
for thousands of years. 

Then the foul black dragons/ the Zargozvod/ invaded 
Odzakhul/ one of the nine worlds of Eyntaurra. The dreaded 
Zargozvod were [ike putrid black locusts infecting a host. 
They came in numbers and they came with a devouring and 
annihilating force. 
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The Selphi desperately sought to drive bach the 
Zargozvod into the accursed void but these blasphemous 
dragons stood firm. Power from both Selphi and Zargozvod 
arced across Odzahhul and the stars in the heavens were 
brought down raining in a fiery shower upon the black 
reptilian spawn but they began to escape into the very core of 
the world. 

Odzakhul was now a heap of destruction charred into a 
blackened wasteland. It was spilt into seven fragments and 
resonated with a hostile vibration that seemed to emanate 
from its desolate substance. The seven floating asteroids 
glistening [ike black ice and had the illusion of being 
surrounded by a nebula of purplescent haloes that glowed 
from an eerie light reflecting off the distant moon. 

None of the Selphi dared to oppugn their actions for 
their part in the world's destruction. They always felt they 
were justified. They abandoned Odzakhul and [eft it hidden 
away in its black eternity denying the very memory of it as if 
to erase it from existence, leaving the Zargozvod to horde 
away in the depthless bowels of the seven layers of night, and 
without any light they dwelt in the abyss [ike devils in the 
deep. 

It was our pretermission that caused us to fall into the 
shadow of neglect for our lost heritage and our promised 



O 223 5) 




Tales of Argot 



estate/ the glory of our long forgotten gift of light. We 
became slaves to sacerdotalism. The priest-crafters derived 
pleasure and amusement from us y becoming rich and feasting 
upon our temporal emotions as we worshipped their idols 
with adoration and offerings in hopes to be spared through 
their intercession/ imploring icons to save us from the 
maladies/ misfortunes and endless sufferings which kept us 
submissively begging at their feet/ crawling towards their 
false light. That is how we saw ourselves/ separate/ hopeless 
and in captivity. 

There is only way to restore balance to our world and 
that is to descend into the abyss/ unlock the beast from the 
pit with the keys of Death and Hell/ and raise up the fallen 
pillar of the sacred temple to shine the light upon that foul 
devil in its fractured state/ uniting the Zargozvod with its 
Selphi twin to bring wholeness and harmony once again. 
There is no one who will come and save us. We must save 
ourselves/ from our self. 

“That should be sufficient,” Arcatius said putting down 
his pipe. 

“How does this relate to my quest?” the knight asked him 
as he closed ‘The Otturicuh’ and handed it back to Arcatius. 
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“It tells you where you must travel and what you must 
do,” Arcatius related. 

“I thought you were a navigator, aren’t you going to be 
my guide?” the knight asked hopefully not wanting to endure 
the journey alone. 

“You need the guidance of Ordis the gnome, only he can 
show you the way to reach the bottomless pit of Odzakhul. Yes, 
I am a navigator, but of the bright stars in the heavens, it is the 
gnome who navigates the subterranean tunnels of the earth. I 
Above, He Below,” Arcatius said with an amused smile on his 
face that made him look devilish with his squinted eyes, goatee 
and moustache. 

“You will need a few items before you begin.” Arcatius 
handed the knight the silver apple from his writing table and 
also an empty oil lamp. 

“You must first journey to the region of dreams, drink 
this.” Arcatius handed him a cup of something that looked like 
a blackish swill and smelled atrocious. 

The knight shook his head in disgust, “Ah, no, what is 
this? It’s awful!” He refused handing it back to the navigator, 

“I can’t, it smells of sewage.” 

Arcatius put his hand over the knight’s pushing the cup 
back towards him, “You must!” 
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The knight winced and threw the revolting liquid down 
his throat in one agonising gulp. It tasted so disgusting he 
thought it would come back up. Arcatius seized him by the arm 
standing him up then led him to the open window and gave him 
instructions. 

“Feed the silver apple to the dun horse and you will be 
taken to where your next judgment lies,” Arcatius informed 
him. 



The knight began to feel euphoric, he gazed out the 
window into the night sky focusing on the points of light and 
felt as if he could touch the stars. He knew that if he wanted to 
he could fly, and as though his thoughts were transformed into 
matter, a gold chariot pulled by two horses flew to the window 
and stopped in front of him. The number fifteen and the words 
‘Tet Vav Vav Hei’ were inscribed on the front of the golden 
chariot. The horse on the right was white and the horse on the 
left was dun coloured. The knight stepped onto the window 
ledge and gave the silver apple to the dun horse then entered the 
chariot. 

The steeds rode off into the ebony celestial sea until they 
reached a divine lady, a pearl of heaven who beckoned to the 
knight in whispers, “Come and be soothed by the darkness for 
truth is found in the light of the moon and the flaming stars. I 
am Virgo.” She gestured for the knight to step towards her. 
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The knight approached her and was captivated by her 
beauty, she shone as polished feldspar becalmed in blue, her 
smile so tender that his heart was captured and his soul he 
surrendered riding on waves of adoration. 

Behind her a bull, a goat and a ram did roam and a triad of 
Taus glittered as jewels in the sky, three stars to remind him 
that the man in the middle must die, thrice in the pit and thrice 
denied, then will the left gate be lit to be welcomed inside. Each 
Tau had a six like on the human tree ready to awaken and set 
the beast free, to light the royal ark was the mysterious key. 

“I am honoured to be in your presence My Lady,” the 
knight said timidly bowing his head. 

“I will weigh your honour dear Knight, hand me the silver 
apple from the dun’s mouth and your yellow stone,” she said in 
a voice like an angel’s choir. 

The knight complied eager to please her. She took the 
silver apple from him along with his yellow stone, placing each 
on the opposite side of her scale. His stone weighed more than 
the silver apple so she changed the apple from silver to gold, but 
now his stone was lighter on the scale than the golden apple. 

“Take a bite,” Virgo said to the knight handing him the 
apple that she had aurified. 

The knight bit into it and swallowed. His throat came 
alive speaking in unity as one thousand Logos of voice, words 
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resounded in a ghostly chorus creating a sequence of sound 
waves across galactic shores. The knight felt an abundance of 
happiness arise from the millenary of masters applauding his 
ancestral quest, singing of mysteries and miracles yet to be 
performed, of twain made one with moon and sun and melding 
molten star into the All and One. The voices flowed like the 
tide, inhaling the dark of the night to breathe out the light of the 
dawn revealing intimate knowledge of deep waters and he swam 
in the sea of bliss, his soul opening to the journey of all wisdom. 

When all was silent he shed silver tears. Virgo placed the 
golden apple less a bite removed onto the scale with his yellow 
stone on the other side and the balance was perfect. 

She handed him back the golden apple and his gold heart 
and said with compassion and encouragement, “Be brave and 
faithful on your journey and let the light of the stars shine 
through the seven universes of your soul.” 

The knight bowed his head and fed the golden apple to the 
white horse, then stepped into the chariot. He could not take his 
eyes away from Virgo and watched her as the chariot glided 
through the sky until her last star had faded from his sight. 

The knight stepped back onto the window ledge and 
entered the keep. Arcatius greeted him with squinted 
clairvoyant eyes and that daunting rapscallion smile. The 
knight was feeling lethargic and thought he was going to retch 
from that putrid elixir. Arcatius held out a small loaf. 
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“Eat,” he said and poured a cup of crystal-clear water from 
a pitcher and slid it towards him. The knight indulged him, not 
because Arcatius seemed to demand it but just to get that horrid 
taste out of his mouth. 

After he finished both he felt better, wonderfully better. 
His mind was sharp and alert. “Thank you!” he said to Arcatius 
with real gratitude. 

“From ascent to descent, you must now trek the darkest of 
paths. Unlike the heavens you will not have the light of the 
stars but you have the lamp which you must fill with sacred oil 
to provide you with an ever-burning flame, you will need it for 
the blackest of places which no other light can penetrate. 

“Until you find the reservoir of oil you will have to take a 
torch with you. You will also need the winged scarab key. It 
will unlock the entrance to the old well in the basement of the 
keep and perhaps much more in the abysmal deep. You must 
journey in darkness, look for Ordis by the underground stream, 
you will know him by this,” Arcatius held up the golden triangle 
chained around his neck, “but his will be the opposite, as mine is 
pointed up, his triangle is reversed pointing down.” 

Arcatius lit two torches, one for himself and the other 
torch he handed to the knight then led him down the spiral steps 
of the tower into the basement of the keep. There was a low 
round stone wall with a heavy wood cover on top attached with 
thick black iron hinges. In the centre was a gold winged scarab 
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emblem with a hole, the same design that was on the front door. 
It was a well of initiation. 

The knight took out his key and unlocked the well. He 
folded back the two heavy doors releasing an olidous air that 
made him gag. He held the torch up and looked inside. The 
well was empty and disused but it was still dank with moisture 
and water dripped through cracks in the stones covered with 
rotting slim and moss. There were steps along the wall that 
descended into the blackness. The knight tried to gather his 
courage and looked back at Arcatius in dismay feeling sure he 
was entering the pit of Hell. 

“Good luck my friend,” Arcatius said. “Do not lose 
hope.” 

“Thank you Arcatius,” the knight replied, not happy to be 
parting from the old man, the hesitation showed clearly in his 
eyes. 

The knight traversed the old stone steps downward 
holding the torch out in front of him. When he was far below 
he looked up and saw a small pinpoint of light above him from 
the torch Arcatius was holding. 

“Remember to fill the lamp!” Arcatius boomed out, his 
voice sounded as though echoing through a funnel and with a 
loud slam at the top of the well the doors were shut and the bolt 
slid in finality as if sealing him in a tomb. 
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When the knight reached the bottom he was in a room 
with colonnades and there was an entablature at the top of the 
structure with depictions of strange reptilian creatures on it. He 
held the torch higher, part-dragon, part-human. He shuttered, 
Zargozvod, and just as he had that thought in his mind he felt 
the cold prickling of a chill crawl down his neck and spine. 

He could have sworn he heard breathing in the dark 
recesses of the room. The only way forward looked like it was 
through the doorway of the inner temple. A temple to what? 

He thought of the Zargozvod and images of dragons began to 
taunt him, both black and white alike. 

He stepped into the temple and saw troughs on each side 
of him that ran along the aisle, he dipped his torch lower to look 
inside the stone containers, they stunk, a vestige of some kind of 
rancid oil, animal fat filled his nostrils and he did not think this 
was the sacred oil Arcatius intended for his lamp, this was 
nidorous. He touched the flame of his torch to it igniting the 
substance to bring welcome light into the vast hall. 

He continued down the aisle. A giant black stone altar 
stood on a dais in the centre. Alien symbols were scratched into 
the stone around the entire boarder of the top surface. Tall 
reptilian statues stood like guardians on each side, their chests 
were human-like, yet in gargoyle form, they displayed menacing 
fangs, steely dragon talons and wings jutted out from behind 
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them. There were dark stains on the altar that seemed blacker 
than the stone. Was that hlood? Maybe he did not want to 
know what it really was. 

The knight walked around the perimeter of the temple but 
saw no other exit. Arcatius had locked him in. He was trapped 
down here, a forsaken sacrifice to propitiate some forgotten dark 
god. He started to panic and continued to pace back and forth 
looking for another way out. 

He found himself back at the repugnant altar and stared at 
the dark surface. He did not think this was an ‘Altar of Incense’ 
that the Archangel Michael used. 

He held the torch closer to see if he could decipher any of 
the symbols but they were too strange and foreign. In the centre 
of the slab there was a small indentation with a tiny hole and 
black stains surrounding it. 

He took his sword and barely scratching his finger he 
squeezed three drops of blood from it into the small hole, the 
weight of moisture must have caused a hair-thin filament to 
trigger a mechanism because he heard a clank and the grinding 
of stone rang through the hall, the breathing also got louder. 

The lingering breath was a steady rhythm of surging and 
ebbing echoing from the black passage that now appeared under 
the obsidian altar, he imagined a dragon lurking in the darkness 
waiting patiently like some devil ready to rise up out of hiding. 
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Fear seized him. Fie gripped his sword for comfort 
though he doubted any weapon could slay this demon. 

Fie went down the steps into the subterranean depths to 
behold another temple. This place looked older, as if the temple 
above was built on top of the temple below to hide these ruins 
from existence, burying them to erase all traces of it from 
memory. It was beautiful! 
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I closed 'The Levoriqum ' . I could no longer keep my 
eyes open to read. I wondered if 'The Otturicuh' was referring to 
the duality being one. Those words written on the chariot and 
the number fifteen must have a meaning. I should find out what 
it represents. I shuttered to think who was really riding the 
chariot. 

I fumbled to find my pen and scrawled some notes on a 
pad of paper. I fooled around a bit with letters and numbers 
from the Kabbalah and Hebrew alphabet. I would spend more 
time with it later and try to solve it backwards and forwards. I 
felt as if I was searching for a double cube. 

Fifteenth card of the Tarot? Was it the devil riding in the chariot? 
Number fifteen in Hebrew alphabet, 5+10=15; 6+9=15 
TVVH - (YHVH = Fire, Water, Air, Earth) or just the false god 
Yaldabaoth. YH Shin VH - Shin linking spirit and matter? 

IAO - Fire, Water, Air (Isis, Apophis, Osiris, or Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva) 
Ignis Agua Origo Mundi (Use of Sulphur, Mercury and Salt?) 

Jubela, Jubelo and Jubelum - AOM, AUM Throat, Heart, Head 
Three Companions - Tau, Tau, Tau (666) Body, Heart, Mind 
In "The Lost Word" by Dr Ali Ezzahir: 

(Th Th Th) - HYHA RSh A HYHA -ox=^n 

Pythagoras and 345 MShH = 345 Mirror: AHIH AShR AHIH = 543 

TMYRH DTMRYN = 577? Repairer of the breach = 577? 

ShMO YShRAL YHWH ALHYNW YHWH AChD = 577? 

Mahabone = MHWH (Mehaveh) H=5? 

Find Solution to Triangle LAB - NWALBHY (NW BLA HY) 
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This inclinable was just a warped parody from a demented 
being whose intentions were to make you kookier than him and I 
was falling for the joke like a sucker to try to unravel its 
significance. Didn't curiosity kill the cat? 

I still could not find any reason why this incunable should 
be causing this phenomenon surrounding me unless it was from 
the power of suggestion and my mind was conjuring up images 
of this fallen angel pursuing me. 

But it was just a story, wasn't it? 

Perhaps I was going mad just like the author of 'The 
Levoriqum', and if that were true, I would take the beast down 
with me, or was it the demon dragging me to Hell? 

I felt like Schrodinger's cat in a box. Was I dead or alive? 

I rolled over and fell asleep surrendering to the realms of 
my twisted imagination. 



Whispers and more whispers kept filling my mind. 

I dreamed I was a king observing myself turning in my sleep. 

I was having nightmares. The dreams came to me every night, a 
voice whispering to me and visions which I never understood. I 
tossed in my sleep and mumbled. The voice began persistently 
whispering to me again softly in a soothing tone. 
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“Wake up, ” it lulled. “It is waiting for you, power that 
surpasses the mages of old and it is all yours... You already have 
the answer but you see it not. You must search the older temple 
to find it.” 

I tried to shake off the voices from these nightly illusions to 
make them disappear. 

“You waste time fighting me!” the voice admonished. “Use 
your will to summon the ‘Beholder’ and you will see all through 
their eyes.” 

A vision of a child flashed in my mind. The child’s eyes were 
blue and then they blinked changing into large black eyes, empty 
and soulless. I watched the child crawl through a small hole in 
the garden hedge and climb through a window into a room at the 
back of a stone temple. The child walked fast yet stealthily down 
a corridor hugging the wall, ready to duck into any doorway of the 
many rooms that lined the hall if need be. 

Peering first around a corner then turning, the child ran 
down another hallway past a large archway. Voices, the child 
entered an empty room looking cautiously back into the corridor 
but no one was there. The child continued down the hall ending 
at a closed door and entered inside. 

The child blinked and I saw the wide black eyes were filled 
with a haunting glow as the door swung open. My vision had now 
changed from observer to participant. The room was decorated 
with tapestries and the furnishings were of fine quality. 



O 236 




Tales of Argot 



Noise echoed down the corridor. There was a commotion 
somewhere nearby. Quickly glancing around the room but finding 
nothing except a chest, a desk and a few shelves filled with sacred 
articles, vessels and scrolls. It will be hidden. 

I looked down, there, an alcove. A brightly coloured carpet 
lay on the floor, throwing the carpet aside revealed a small 
wooden trapdoor with a metal ring. More noise and shouting was 
heard. 



The clamour of steel rang against stone. It must be guards. 
Confirmation that the object I sought was here. Hurriedly I lifted 
the door and climbed down the narrow stone steps into the 
darkness and came upon a vast hall. I saw a vision of the king 
rolling over on the bed breathing with a slow heavy rhythm still in 
a state of dream and the king’s head was filled with whispers. 

The hall had no other exit save for the one above. It was 
dark so I lit the candle in a sconce on the wall and beheld a secret 
ancient temple hidden in these halls below. 

The left temple pillar had a large metal plate on it 
surrounded by symbols carved into the stone. I recognised the 
engravings and smiled with greed knowing what it implied. It was 
a lily and a rose. I opened the metal plate, inside the niche was a 
parallelopipedon pulsing with light and I took it, gazing at it in 
wonder. 
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“Yes Child, now you understand don’t you? I can make you 
a Rex Mundi, but you must give up the world in order to obtain 
it, ” the voice seduced. 

The king in the bed moaned and the visions resumed as the 
whispers carried on through the night. 

Between the two pillars was a large obsidian mirror, I held 
up the prism of light to the black glass to look upon it, 
mortification struck me when I saw the image. 

I was the child, a lapis, the philosophical son, no longer the 
king. The voice began whispering again... 

“Look into the chasm and face your greatest Apprehension. 

The bottomless pit holds the Key to your Ascension. 

Ask the Dweller of the Threshold the Grail Question. 

Dare to see yourself in its dark Reflection. 

The Abyss looks back with your own Expression.” 

I beheld the grim vision in the mirror as through a tunnel 
into another dimension and stared with blank and vacant eyes at 
the sleeping form on the bed in my room, it was a black angel, the 
Zargozvod with leathery wings and the devil was wearing the 
crown of the king riding upon a chariot of dream. 

Who was I, what had I become? 

My heart beat faster and I ran through the ancient temple 
screaming in my dreams... 
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Alec closed the 'Tales of Argot'. This was getting 
weirder and weirder. He could not help thinking about being the 
reader of this book. It was like a hall of mirrors, he was reading a 
book about the Querent who was reading a book about a Knight, 
who was reading a book called 'The Otturicuh' . 

He shook his head. The navigator in the story seemed to 
strangely resemble Utomere. What are the odds? Wiat is going on 
here? Is this some kind of joke? 

He questioned what he read in 'The Otturicuh' and thought 
about the nature of religious texts, why would God need animal 
sacrifices, if we are all one why does he mention only the chosen 
people, order genocide by demanding war and killing other 
tribes, why was God jealous? Was God so insecure or arrogant 
that he needed humans to fawn over him and worship at his feet 
like slaves? This was not the loving God of the universe, but 
more of a biblical account of a power seeking tyrant demanding 
servitude. Alec decided this was not a God at all but just a 
demiurge obsessed with control, the warder for a planet of 
human prisoners. 

A thick mist of insanity seemed to engulf him like he 
belonged to some multiverse and was travelling back and forth 
between dimensions, it was incongruous and his logical mind 
shut off further thoughts of it. 
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He saw the light flash on his phone. His heart leapt with 
joy. A text message from Siri. 

Thinking of you, goodnight sweet prince, pleasant dreams. 

He turned off the light. It was 11:19 PM. A wide smile 
stretched across Alec's face as he closed his eyes. He thought of 
Virgo in 'The Levoriqum' and his thoughts turned to Siri, he 
pictured her as a blue faerie and he was begging her to make him 
a real boy. 



His mind filled with crazy images, riding a rickety cart 
through a funhouse of a cheap dingy carnival, every room a 
different scene, the madhouse of random rooms feeding his 
random thoughts, fractals and hidden proportions that were felt 
but not seen, all was distorted as he drifted into surrealistic 
dream. 

Seeking answers from oracles, the number thirteen kept 
flashing through his mind, the number thirteen, the new creation, 
the Mazzaloth of our future reality. Christ and his twelve 
disciples, thirteen. The Serpent Bearer Ophiuchus, the thirteenth 
zodiac. 



Nine, Three, One. . . Thirteen. 
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He dreamed he was walking into Utomere’s library. 
He was stealthily moving around the bookshelves looking for 
some kind of clue. He was suspicious and he knew Utomere must 
be hiding something, there were just too many strange 
coincidences happening and Utomere was the one who had given 
him that weird book to read. 

Something did not feel right. He pulled books from the 
shelves and opened cabinets but he could not find anything. He 
looked in Utomere’s desk drawers, nothing so far, but when he 
pulled out the top drawer he saw what looked like a tarot card. 
Number thirteen, death rode a pale horse. 

He stared at the card, DEATH, no that’s not what it was. It 
feels different, more like gnosis, a promise of immortality. He 
went out to the hall and looked up at the picture on the wall of the 
landing. The same star that was in the picture above was 
mirrored on the floor of the foyer below, it was an eight-pointed 
star rotated at twenty-two degrees that was inlaid in the marble 
medallion. Two cubed equals eight, a Chet, a perfect ashlar. 

He went back into the library and looked behind the star 
map drawing of the constellation Draco hanging on the wall 
expecting to find a hidden safe behind it, nothing. He looked at 
the navigational instruments again but he did not see anything 
out of place. On the bar was a decorative wood music box, he 
lifted the lid and it played a tune, ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star...’ 
He closed it. 
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He went to the pictures on the wall of the star 
constellations Ursa Minor and Ursa Major , looking behind them 
he found nothing. He walked back over to the star map of the 
Draco constellation. As Above, So Below. He moved the corner of 
the rug and underneath he saw a trapdoor. He lifted the ring, 
pulled the door back and went down the wooden ladder. 

He turned on the light switch and saw that it was a storage 
closet with fdes, books and an assortment of items on the shelf 
and table, but mostly maps with geometrical matrixes drawn on 
them. On the wall above the storage shelf was a drawing of an 
eight-pointed star combined with a five-pointed star, thirteen. 

He moved closer to the shelf and saw an ankh shaped box 
with a gold ankh emblem on the top adorning its centre, he 
opened it, there was a scroll inside and he unrolled it. 

The parchment had the words SECRET EYE FLAME and 
underneath the letters it said A FLEECE MYSTERE, there was an 
image of a flaming eye inside the middle of a rhombus. The tune 
echoed in his mind, ‘Like a Diamond in the Slcy... ’ 

At the top of the rhombus it said ‘Tri Chao’. He pondered a 
moment and concluded that it was an anagram for ‘Chariot’ and 
as he focused on the image of the eye the symbol wavered and the 
eye caught on fire burning a hole in the parchment where the 
picture had been. 

He beheld a thirteen-pointed star that became a light 
vehicle, a merkabah, a chariot for flight. His vision changed 
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suddenly, he transformed into a butterfly but he was both 
participant and observer, he began to flutter, flying through an 
egg of pink and blue halos of light breaking free from his 
chrysalis. 

He flew through the fission of colours and entered into a 
chimerical landscape up to the entrance of the thirteenth aeon 
with a panorama of waterfalls, air castles, lush gardens, deep 
forests and still lakes. 

They all must be an illusion made from magick air, the 
colours so bright and too vivid to be real. 

He floated on the enchanted stillness and landed on a 
verdant leaf sailing across a pool. A dragonfly hovered, wings 
beating as with song, everything vibrated with energy from the 
sun. 



He morphed into a man once more and was disheartened 
from his loss of wings, and he walked through the sunlit valley 
across fields of flowers and grasses green. 

He approached a white city, the dimensions he knew and 
measured, then entered through the peristyle into a room with a 
nine-pointed star in the centre, and at each point a being did sit, 
glowing white, they were the Makers of Wings shining from afar. 

“Welcome, enter in!” they said in a universal voice and 
pointed for him to pass through the hall into another inner 
chamber. The number was Nine. 
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He continued on to another marble hall and inside to his 
elation housed three more beings clothed in aethereal light sitting 
upon marble seats at each point of a triangle imbedded in the 
floor. A trinity and three rivals, a mirror of those equal and those 
opposed. They motioned for him to enter through two columns in 
invitation. The number was Three. 

So full of joy he walked between the two towering pillars 
and in the centre of this magnificent hall he saw a throne looking 
like a dot within a circle, a two-surfaced plane obverse and 
reverse but the seat was empty and he felt such sadness wanting 
so much to see this being. 

Then suddenly from within the city of light harmonic tones 
came flooding in like voices of fire and they began speaking as one 
choir, “The throne is yours exalted king, just waiting for your 
coronation. Come back with crown, the fleece of gold, there is a 
place for all in these mansions. Man is like a sleeping lion, a 
sphinx lying in illusion, wake up, arise and come rejoice in the 
reunion. ” The number was, is and will be, One. 



The voices ceased and the light faded as Alec melted 
into blackness to find himself turning in bed and sinking into a 
deep and dreamless slumber. 
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Ghosts in the Attic 



It was snowing heavily when Alec awoke to the 
sound of a Rooster's cry. It was probably upset at being shut 
away in a barn without any sun. After showering he threw on a 
pair of jeans and a fisherman's sweater then went downstairs for 
breakfast and especially coffee. He was sorting out the bizarre 
fantasies that he was experiencing each night from his reality 
which was even stranger, having more implausible 
entanglements with all of these concomitances. He thought he 
was having a Bermuda Triangle type of phenomenon or even 
epiphenomenon happening with all of these outre occurrences, 
either that or a psychotic episode. 

There was one thing he knew he must do first. Alec went 
to Utomere's library. Going straight up to the star map of the 
constellation Draco on the wall, he looked down. There was no 
rug, no trapdoor and the solid floor was plainly visible. 

Had there been a rug there before? Or did the dream just seem 
so real ? The dream of the Querent in the book must have seeded 
his thoughts of a trapdoor. The story was resonating waves of 
suggestion that was affecting him. 

Was it just the Trickster of my own imagination? 
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He did not dare open Utomere' s desk drawer to see if the 
tarot card was there, it would be rude and unforgivable to invade 
his privacy. As he started walking out of the library to the dining 
room he also noticed there was no music box on the bar. He 
shook his head and laughed at himself, he was hoping for 
something concrete but there was no proof to validate his dream, 
he felt daffish. 

Meinard and Utomere tried to keep the conversation light 
all morning, they knew Alec was having a hard time digesting 
the information he received last night on how Utomere obtained 
the 'Tales of Argot' from the antique shop, they could tell the 
gears and wheels of Alec's mind were spinning in turmoil, his 
clock had lost its rhythm and the springs which drove it might 
burst at any moment. Instead of telling him the unbelievable, 
perhaps they should let Alec discover it for himself. 

Alec climbed the dark stairway to the attic. Utomere and 
Meinard sent him on an errand giving him a list of maps to find. 
He now held that list in his hand. When he entered through the 
attic door his enthusiasm sank. The large room was entirely 
packed with furniture, storage trunks, boxes, shelves, pictures, 
old lamps, a coatrack and other miscellaneous items. It would 
take him all day to rifle through this clutter. He looked at the 
horde of objects in the room then looked down at his list feeling 
like a kid on a scavenger hunt and hoped the maps would all be 
together in one place. 
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He moved through the room deciding on where he should 
start first and made a plan of action, he would attack it from the 
left side of the room and move around to the right. He noticed 
there was a star map on the wall of the Seven Sisters, the 
Pleiades, and underneath the constellation was writing that said, 
'Heart of Taurus the Aleph of Creation'. 

He began opening boxes digging through their contents 
methodically, he was halfway around the room when he got to 
the storage trunks and found all but one of the maps. He had to 
unroll each one to check them against the list and then tediously 
roll them back up again. 

He walked to the large armoire and opened each of the 
drawers and found the last map on the list, it was also rolled up 
in a tube but that wasn't what caught his eye. Lying there beside 
the map was an old photograph of what looked like Utomere and 
Leucy. He turned the photo over and read the handwriting 
scrawled on the back. Impossible! 

Just when Alec thought he could not take any more 
aberrant situations this struck him in the head like a ton of gold 
bullion, a great universal mind-fuck sent a quake through 
multiple dimensions to shatter the infinitesimal grain of his 
existence and the gods must be laughing at him because on the 
reverse of the photograph it read, 'Utomere and Leucothea 
Nymandus, St. Petersburg 1902'. They appeared to be the same 
age in the photo as they were now, in their seventies. 
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He dug through the drawer in a frenzy and found more 
photos. Some had just Utomere alone in them but the name on 
the back was different. 

Was he using an alias like some foreign spy? And what of 
Leucothea? The photos could not be of Utomere' s parents. It was 
them, both of them, and they could not be that old! 

Alec sat on the floor astonied looking out at the dull grey 
light from the small window, snow had gathered around its 
corners and edges. He stared vacuously watching the snow fall 
in the unnerving silence of the attic and could not accept any of 
these farcical shenanigans, he was so high-strung he could snap. 

This must be an elaborate put-up job, Bastian! It was Bastian, 
my father and Ian's idea to make me help Meinard, they all insisted! 

He shook his head back and forth as if in a self- 
congratulatory cranial applause for finding a logical answer to 
the seemingly supernatural circumstances when shit hit the fan. 

As he rotated his head he spotted the unthinkable. An old 
painting was against the wall partially exposed, the remainder 
half hidden behind boxes. "No!" Alec screamed out and walked 
towards the far right wall yelling again, "No!" 

He pulled the old painting away from the boxes and 
almost threw it across the room out of horror and anger. It was a 
painting of a man in late mediaeval dress around the fifteenth 
century having a beady-eyed gaze and wore an acrimonious grin 
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exposing both rows of his teeth like a smiling demonic skull. It 
was Dieter von Ritter. Alec felt like he was being haunted by 
ghosts. 

He slammed the painting face down on the attic floor. 

He'd had enough of that creepy-ass sneer. Alec began to laugh 
hysterically almost frothing at the mouth. This was just too 
much. Tears came to his eyes because he was laughing so hard. 
He had to get out of here. This was a madhouse. He did not 
know how he was going to face them, what should he say? He 
picked up the maps and had intermittent outbursts of demented 
fits of laughter as he walked down the stairs. 

When Alec was crossing the hall towards the library, he 
heard Leucy's voice echoing from another room, she was 
humming a tune, 'Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star...' 

Alec's mind folded. That had put him over the edge and 
he started to get a feral look in eyes and began smiling wide, 
eerily like Dieter. What, can she read my thoughts? Does she know 
my dreams ? 

He walked into the library throwing the maps on the floor 
and laughed. The doctor handed him a tall glass of Scotch and 
led him to a chair like an invalid patient as Utomere tried to 
explain to Alec about the Invisible Aula Order Members. 

"Maybe more Scotch will help!" Alec barked out 
belligerently and clearly already drunk but got up to pour 
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himself another large straight drink anyway and then stumbled a 
little as he sat back down in the chair. 

They told Alec that they suspected that the owner of the 
antique shop, Cygnus Burnett Lowly, must be one of the Order 
and that Alec had clearly been selected for some purpose and 
must break past this barrier, choosing acceptance above reason. 

"Expand your mind Alec, there is a lot more to see with 
your mind than your eyes," Meinard said. 

"What? Like remote viewing or a telepathic shared pool of 
knowledge accessible to all?" Alec asked sarcastically, mocking 
him to the point of being rude, his head was spinning after 
guzzling the entire glass. 

"The serpent must feed the eagle," Utomere added. 

"What are you saying? Do you mean the feathered 
serpent, Quetzalcoatl?" Alec asked then erupted into nonstop fits 
of Scotch-induced belly laughter. 

Utomere being his ever-evasive self just smiled at Alec 
without answering, knowing that the meaning ran a little deeper 
than the verbal expression. 



It was late afternoon when the conspirators finished 
lecturing Alec. He was so inebriated that he was putty in their 
hands agreeing to anything. They fed him then put him in bed to 



O 250 




Chrysopoeia For Fallen Angels 



sleep off the Scotch. The doctor left something by his bedside 
table for his predicted hangover and a few bottles of water. 

Alec awoke with a headache as prophesised by Meinard 
and took the offering on the table with the water greedily. He 
got out his laptop and knew exactly what gift he was going to 
buy Leucy, he ordered a burl wood music box with an inlay 
design on it and picked out the tune to play 'Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star...' He made sure it was gift-wrapped and sent express 
shipping. He wondered if that would bake her noodle. 

His mobile rang. It was his goddess phoning. 

"Siri!" Alec answered with relief and longing in his voice. 
"I've got to get out of here immediately! Too many strange 
things have been happening that I cannot understand." 

"Alec, can you tell me what's wrong? You sound upset," 
Siri responded with motherly concern in her voice. 

He vaguely explained the strange dreams and funny 
business that was occurring and how he was convinced that there 
was a conspiracy against him. 

Siri pleaded with him, "I'm sure things will sort 
themselves out, please stay for the last couple of days as you 
promised. Flow with the rhythm of the tide Alec and all will be 
revealed. Hang in there, I know it may be hard for you, don't 
lose hope. Focus on me, my light. Be positive. You have nothing 
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to worry about or fear. You need to be strong to catch me when I 
fall. All angels must earn their wings." 

Alec was in tears, his head hurt, his heart ached, he was 
miffed, distraught and really hungover. "Siri, I need you! Please 
come to me I beg you." 

"I promise you Alec I am here for you always and I will be 
with you soon. Please trust your navigators to guide you. Know 
that I love you. Now try to get some sleep, you are not yourself, 
you're full of poison. You had better drink more water to wash it 
from your system. I love you Alec, goodnight." 

"Okay, I'll do it for you Siri. I must be a Fool for love!" 
Alec rang off and curled himself up into a ball, he felt awful. He 
did feel poisoned. He fell back asleep. 

Alec slept for several hours. It was after nine in the 
evening when he woke up and guzzled another bottle of water. 

A dinner tray had been left for him consisting of Ta'meya, Imam 
Bayildi, Kabsa, Fattoush, and Tumr Bel Simsim, it was cold but 
he devoured it nonetheless and then got into the shower. 

He thought of metaverses, string theory, supersymmetry 
and the holographic principle. Did they really exist? 

Nothing mattered anymore, only Siri. She was the reason 
for his existence. He got back into bed and drank another bottle 
of water feeling horribly dehydrated and picked up his nemesis, 
the 'Tales of Argot' and began to read. 
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Apollyon - The Destroyer 



It was 9:11 AM when I awoke in a cold sweat with 
images of the angel of the bottomless pit still in my mind. 

Clearly I had experienced another night terror. I got into the 
shower and hurried to get out of the bathroom and as far away 
from that swathed mirror as I could. I dressed quickly and 
decided I would leave the house and go to the office preferring 
people to phantasms. So much for me wanting to work at home. 

I only worked part of the day in the office then took my car 
to the dealer's body shop to get the bumper fixed and drove off 
in a hire car heading back home. Tomorrow I would take the 
train to a different university library but that could change at any 
moment as I may have to go to Portugal to assume the 
assignment of a co-worker and I was on standby awaiting my 
boss's final decision. 

All day my mind was whirling with random thoughts 
about reality and this plastic world we live in, being fed violence 
and rubbish by the media that is owned by greedy bankers, run 
by sleazy lawyers and influenced by dirty politicians. There is 
something wrong with the world, it's like a spinning top or a 
carnival ride trying to simulate reality, I just wanted the earth to 
stop so I can get off this mad ride, it was making me sick. 
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It was still daylight when I returned home and I did not 
see anything in the car mirrors. I remembered in 'The LevorujunT 
it said that the demon appeared by day like smoke or mist and 
only took its true form by night. I still thought it was just an 
illusion of the mind but I could no longer take these pendulum 
swings of horror then relief, I needed a steady rhythm of emotion 
and wellbeing. 

I worked at my desk until evening, ate dinner then went 
upstairs to the bathroom and having a burst of bravado, I lifted 
the sheet to peek in the mirror daring the entity to show itself and 
sick to death of doing without a mirror. 

The only thing I saw was me, my appearance was haggard 
either from loss of sleep or not using the mirror to groom and 
comb my hair, I really did look ghastly. Fuck! I had a huge zit, 
there was a giant white carbuncle on my face, no wonder people 
were giving me weird looks when I was speaking with them, 
their facial expressions wincing as if they were going to gag, of 
course they were grossed out, it was full of pus and needed to be 
lanced! 

I showered and got into bed to read, definitely starting to 
prefer the comfort of the blankets and pillows rather than sitting 
in the study. I opened 'The Levoriqum' . 
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V.I.T.R.I.O.L. 

Visita Interiora Terrae Rectificando Invenies Occultum 
Lapidem 



The beauty of the smooth polished stone temple 
astounded him and even with just the minuteness glow of his 
torchlight shining on it he recognised its perfection. He was in 
awe of its craftsmanship, truly the creation of a master builder. 
He did not understand why anyone would hide the glory of this 
edifice and construct that monstrosity over it. 

The knight approached in reverence and entered, he held 
up the torch and espied three pillars at the back. There was no 
altar. The middle pillar had leaf and floral embellishments on it 
insinuating it was a tree. A statue of a man was affixed to it, 
two snakes climbed up the pillar entwining around the man 
joined in union. 
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Giant wings spread out from the statue behind his back 
like Maat and the man held a stone sphere of the world in his 
hands. The left pillar had fallen, forgotten in these chthonic 
depths like a lost soul trapped in a stygian darkness of wakeless 
sleep, the onyx surface absorbed the firelight and the knight 
touched the cold stone as if he were caressing a woman that 
must be kept sacrosanct. At the top of the pillar a large shape of 
a moon made from silver was inlaid in the black stone, like the 
stars at night it shone. 

The right pillar was made of pure white marble, not a vein 
or blemish could be seen. It stood tall and erect, and touting 
proudly at its height was an inlay of a golden metal sun. 

The knight took the left-handed path down the hall and 
saw that there was a door in the floor to a sepulchre. To defeat 
his enemy, he must know his enemy, even if he himself was the 
foe. He must go deeper still and he opened the door to descend 
into the crypt. Bronze casted in images of angels, swords, skulls 
and crowns adorned the coffins made for kings. They stood in 
rows forcing his procession down an aggrandised road of death. 

The knight passed by with his torch burning low and 
proceeded through the undercroft maze of osseous corpses that 
made up the walls of bones. At last he reached a wooden door 
with a rusted ring and cobwebs. He pulled it open and found 
himself in a cavern. There were many tunnels left and right but 
only one was in the middle, he ventured forward and suspired 
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with weary burden. The knight stopped abruptly harkening to a 
sound of water trickling upon rocks and water cascading down. 
He followed the welcomed babble bringing a vision of a cool 
spring in his mind that he associated with things above the 
ground. 

It led him to the base of an ancient tree whose roots were 
drinking deeply from an underground stream. A small wooden 
house was built underneath its immense limbs and a light was 
shining through a round glass window as a lighthouse beacon 
guiding a vessel into a safe harbour from a midnight sea. He 
crossed a narrow bridge and knocked thrice upon the door and 
smelt a savoury cooking odour wafting in the air. 

A gnome had answered, he was short in height and jolly, 
having a white close-cropped beard and balding head but for a 
fringe of white hair around it. He wore a golden chain with an 
inverted pyramid around his neck and by that sign the knight 
knew him as Ordis whom Arcatius had spoken of. His button 
nose was pointed up, his cheeks blushed like a cerise rose but his 
smile was genuine and sunny, it filled the knight with such 
exulted hope that he bowed to him in humble fashion. 

“Welcome Knight, I am glad you have come, your 
journey is near the end. Keep up your courage and surely you 
will find your way back home. I am Ordis, but that you know 
since you must have come from the keep of Arcatius.” 
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“It is an honour to meet you Ordis and you are a welcome 
sight indeed, your light shining through this darkness makes me 
glad inside. How can you be so cheerful in this dreary place?” 

“Ha!” he chuckled. “I choose to flow with the rhythm 
and when thoughts of dread fill my head I change my mind to 
its opposite feeling. I do not let woe bring me down, like winter 
into spring things will change and begin again.” Ordis laughed 
again, it was part of his speech accentuating his words with 
laughter in between. 

“Now put that torch out, I will grab my lantern, we must 
make haste,” Ordis said as he ran into the small dwelling and 
came out with a tall lantern and a long coil of rope that he wore 
across his neck and chest. 

“But Arcatius said I must get some sacred oil for my lamp 
and that none other will do inside the pit,” the knight explained 
to the gnome sounding worried. 

“That is precisely where we intend to travel but you will 
need to start a different kind of fire to obtain it,” Ordis said 
cryptically and winked at the knight as his cheeks blushed with 
an even redder shade. “Now into the boat with you, we will 
travel down the stream to the swamp.” 

The knight obeyed and they paddled down the stream that 
kept winding left and right, snaking around slick grassy banks. 
The two finally came upon the silent bogs where ignis fatuus 
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hovered above the islands of decomposing humus. Their boat 
could go no further so they brought it to the shore pulling it 
through the clumps of algae floating in the blackened waters. 
The gnome tied it up and set off down a path that paralleled the 
marsh holding his lantern above his head, his small arm raised 
to full extent while his stalky legs jogged forth in a steady 
plodding rhythm. 

They travelled through the darkness filled with the foetor 
of rotting vegetation until it gradually became scented with pine 
and night blossoms as they reached a clear underground lake. 
They walked around the perimeter of the shore and came upon a 
fresh spring with banks of soft lichen and creeping vines. It was 
there that Ordis halted and bid the knight to stay and rest. 

Ordis returned with an armful of blossoms and handing 
them to him, the knight gave the gnome a puzzled gander then 
held them to his nose smelling their sweetness nonetheless. 

“For the Lady,” Ordis simply said, with saucy smile and 
rosy cheeks of red and he disappeared before the knight could 
lift his head. 

The knight stood abandoned upon the water’s edge 
bearing flowers when he heard a soft cherubic tune sing out 
with a fluid voice rippling like a flowing brook, and to his 
delightful surprise a beautiful Naiad appeared by his side. 
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“Hello my Knight, I am Cymeriel, daughter of the waters 
here. What brings you to me, your arms laden with offerings?” 

The knight was seduced by the timbre of her voice and 
stammered his words, awestricken by her loveliness, “I have 
come to challenge a beast in a gorge devoid of light, a dwelling 
like that of Erebus which my lamp will only suffice, but without 
the oil I will lose my sight in that blackish hell of night.” 

“Fear not my Knight, for I can provide you with this, 
everything has a price you know, the first payment is your kiss, 
but know this and do not fail in your strength, to receive the oil 
you need you must not defile me with your manly seed.” 

Cymeriel took the offering of flowers from the knight and 
placed them in her hair, she stroked his cheek with her silky 
caress and leaned in to take a kiss from his lips, hard and long 
she extracted payment and found the knight was eager, a fiery 
wine flowed through his veins as waves of plasma coursed up 
his spine. 

She shed his garments exposing his skin and then 
removing hers, she inserted him in working his blade with 
powerful strokes like a faerie using a magick wand until the dew 
divine glinted through her eyes as if shining from an electrical 
sun. She stopped and dismounted his erected pillar to remain 
clean and pure with pride and kissed him twice atop his head, 
handing him an alabaster jar full of ros coeli. The knight took 
the gift and thanked her with an amative smile. 
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“I beg you to come with me,” he said to her becharmed. 

Cymeriel just smiled sadly and said with a dreamy voice 
of a quiet stream, “I cannot leave my waters here, it is my river 
of life and I must stay near, but you must go and do not falter in 
your quest.” She dressed then kissed him again, only to 
disappear leaving him with his jar. 

When he opened the white box, the smell of heaven 
brought tears to his eyes, it was a golden pill like royal bee jelly 
from a celestial queen. He filled his lamp with the nectar and 
retrieved his clothing then walked along the slope wondering 
where the gnome had been. 

Ordis appeared from an outcrop of granite with a widened 
smile amid his white beard and he led the knight down a path 
that ended at the side of a mountain and entered into a cave 
lighting the way with his tall lantern. Strange crystals grew 
aglow with phosphorescent light and stalactites mirrored 
stalagmites above and below. Bats flew around them but Ordis 
stood firm and with his hand on his lantern he took them down 
even deeper to a hole of the blackest of pits. It was here the 
knight must go where fear as a reaper cut through to the bone. 

Ordis tied a rope to one of the conoid shaped stones and 
threw it down into the nefarious abyss. 

“This is your path Knight. I have guided you thus far. 
Now listen carefully to all that I say. Use your sword to make a 
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spark and light your lamp, follow the tunnel to the cauldron of 
fire and throw in your yellow stone, it will melt into liquid gold 
and reform. Insert the ruby of the reborn sun into the scarab’s 
hands at the top of the key opposite the moonstone at its feet. 
Then lastly you must unlock the beast from its prison and set it 
free.” Ordis gestured to the knight to enter the black hole. 

The knight slid down the rope, in total pitch he dared to 
descend, and with a falling sensation he hit the bottom then 
called up to the gnome with frantic breaths, “I have made it 
down but there is something here, I can feel its presence lurk.” 
The knight’s voice vibrated through the volcano tube, the sound 
warping as images of beasts started to fill his head. 

“Light the lamp! Good luck and farewell!” Ordis replied 
dulcetly. 

The knight began to strike his sword to create an 
energising spark, a mercurial flame ignited as he lit the sacred 
nectar of his lamp and it burned with a colourful fire. Onward 
traversing the cavern tubes he entered a chamber lambent with 
red fire, a cauldron of lava boiled in the pit of black pumiceous 
stone like a lake afire below Hell’s igneous throne. The valiant 
knight approached the intense heat with caution depositing his 
golden stone into the molten pool and watched in wonder as the 
nugget melted then vitrified reforming into a blood red jewel. 

It floated on top awaiting his grasp, he tested the heat 
with his hand hovering above it and to his amazement the fire 
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was cool. He could not fathom nor reason how this could be but 
he reached into the pool to gain his reward. He fitted the jewel 
in the scarab key and it started to glow, the stones were ablaze 
both moonstone and sunstone, like a red king courting a white 
queen upon its wings of gold, or that of a bee holding a red rose 
in its hands and a white rose in its feet empowered by light to 
make the pollen taste sweet. 

He moved forward through the long Cimmerian tunnel 
fraught with hopeless night and with his sacred fire guiding his 
way the knight came upon a wall of frozen black ice. He 
blenched at the horrendous sight behind the ice where his cursed 
bane did hiss and claw, and as he stared into its reptilian eyes 
the demon howled a baleful call chilling the blood in his now 
suspended heart that suddenly stopped and froze but then 
quickly resumed its beat. The black dragon lifted its steel-like 
talons and scratched away at the wall of ice in fury trying to 
break free while exposing threatening fangs and grimacing with 
malicious glee. 

Was this the heast the gnome said to release with the hey ? I 
see no lock, how could this he? The Zargozvod continued to claw 
at the ice and it wailed in a vulturine cry while focusing on its 
prey, the yellow predatory eyes locked onto the knight to 
execute his demise. In a blast of panic the knight unsheathed 
his sword and charged the wall in an impulsive ad hoc assault 
smashing the ice as if it were glass. A giant crystal Crab 
glittered like stars in his mind and he was lost in space and time. 



O 263 




Tales of Argot 



The dragon erupted with intent to devour and the knight 
was helpless against the great demon’s power, the reptilian arms 
gripped around him so tight, their bodies convolved like two 
snakes entwined, the energy pulsed from one to another 
clashing like warring Titans as the earth began to shutter. 

A great quake ripped through the cavern rending rock 
apart and it clove through the knight nearly bursting his heart. 
The black dragon clawed him, wings beating like thunder and 
breathed out a great fire burning him asunder. 

The knight felt himself floating like stardust in the air 
then something merged with him, some particles unseen sifted 
with his and mixed with his inner being. The beast was there 
within him causing a feeling of unrest and with the demon now 
inside him he felt as a soul possessed. 






The sound of breaking glass startled me. 'The 
Levoriqum' had fallen down on the floor. My heart was beating 
in fright as I looked towards my bathroom door and saw the 
glow of the nightlight shining under the crack, a shadow paced 
back and forth. I froze in terror as I heard the sound of crunching 
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glass under its feet. The mirror broke. The fallen angel must 
have come through the mirror! Dear Jove, what am I saying, this 
is insane! I have to get out of here! It began to chortle in a 
raptor-esque cry and I heard. Knock, knock, knock. . . 

I threw back the covers and fled down the stairs in total 
panic running out of the front door without any shoes on as I 
escaped down the street having no objective or destination in 
mind other than to get the bloody hell out of that haunted house. 
Still I ran, my bare feet pounding on the concrete pavement, I 
went into the park and crouched behind some bushes catching 
my breath and whimpering like a frightened child. 

I heard the enervating demon's howl like a great reptilian 
cry from the Mesozoic era ringing out into the sky. No! It was 
hunting me. The park was in darkness but for a dim dirty glow 
emitting from the low wattage streetlights. 

I seized up in silence trying not to breathe and listened in 
the night just waiting for my soul to be devoured by this thing. 
Slowly I began walking hunched over ducking to use the brush 
and hedges as cover to hide me. 

It cried out again, its high-pitched call bellowing through 
the air and my spine tingled from tension, my nerves firing with 
fear from the alien sound of that wail. It was nether worldly, 
unreal. I crawled furtively to the end of the park and ran around 
the block to the back of my house. Cowering in the dirt planters 
made me feel degraded like some fugitive from the law. 
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I snuck around the side of my house and entered through 
the front door, locking the door and deadbolt behind me. I 
followed my routine of checking all the windows and doors. It 
was no longer paranoia. It was survival. 

I surveyed the entire downstairs rooms and garage but 
found nothing disturbed. The guest bedroom and workout room 
upstairs were still shut up tight and everything was in order. I 
moved to my bedroom, the door was flung wide open, the 
bathroom door was also open and the sheet was on the floor, 
pieces of glass were tracked across the threshold onto the carpet. 

This cannot be real. I looked into the bathroom and saw 
the mirror was indeed shattered, the bare wall was exposed in 
the middle and framed by a rectangular boarder of mirrored 
fragments, my expression of disbelief appearing in each one of 
the fractured pieces. My mind had become as disunited and 
broken as the reflective shards. 

I thought of ringing my neighbours or maybe spending the 
night at a friend's flat but it was too late to ring up and invite 
myself over in my overstrung state, the story I would tell would 
be too implausible at this hour and I could think of no other 
reasonable excuse, they might suggest I go on meds if I told them 
the truth. If I needed to go to Oxfordshire tomorrow I would 
take the crowded train and if I was ordered to go onto Portugal 
I'd be spending the night at a hotel, either way it would at least 
get me away from this bedlam for a while. 
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I needed a weapon so I scrounged around the house to 
create an arsenal. Was sleeping with an armoury of knives safe? 

I didn't care at this point. I would sleep with the cricket bat as 
well and I was also considering throwing cleaning fluid into its 
eyes like an acid. I was becoming non compos mentis. Was I 
fighting an illusion or was it real? If it truly were some spawn 
from Hell, would any weapon kill it? 

I lay there in silence looking up at the ceiling. It was six 
cubed, two sixteen am. I thought about the hidden temple in 
'The LevoriquriT . The middle pillar with the winged man 
wrapped in snakes reminded me of the Rod of Hermes, a 
Caduceus. 

I thought of the crucifixion story, a middle pillar between a 
good thief and a bad thief, opposite polarities, black and white. 

A biblical passage came to mind. To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the tree of life'. I wondered if all this had something 
to do with the Pistis Sophia, the Zohar or Mithraism. 

Oh but come on, there is definitely something fishy about 
this story, sex with a Naiad? What kind of sleazy Tantric 
encounter was that? This incunable was a joke and I was making 
an ass out of myself by continuing to be drawn in by it. 

It made me ashamed and I recalled the last time I felt such 
disgrace was when I was publically humiliated in a swanky 
upmarket restaurant that apparently had janitorial issues. I was 
trying to be suave, sexy and sophisticated in front of my date 
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hoping of course to have a passionate night of great sex after 
dinner. I excused myself to use the loo and when I came back out 
I was sauntering with self-confidence trying to look cool and 
impressive when I heard a loud burst of laughter erupt from the 
people in the restaurant. 

My date was braying, sounding like some farm animal 
with added grunting and snorting, laughing so hard that they 
farted audibly then started making screeching noises because 
they could hardly catch their breath, the entire restaurant turned 
to see what all the raucous was about which only ignited the 
patrons into riotous sniggers and cackling. 

I had absolutely no clue what was going on until someone 
pointed at my foot, apparently I had dragged a long streamer of 
stained toilet paper down the restaurant aisle in between the 
tables. It had somehow stuck on the bottom of my shoe with 
someone else's crap. I had never been so fucking embarrassed in 
my life, I was mortified and felt like a damn idiot! I felt the same 
way about this incunable, as if these eldritch occurrences made 
me the brunt of some tasteless joke played by a Trickster ! 



This incunable must be causing my hallucinations of this 
strange demonic creature. I was tired from running, my 
adrenaline was gone, my energy level had bottomed out and my 
nerves were shot, I felt numb. I was feeling full of self-pity and 
fell asleep in my misery. 
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I was dreaming I was an old pedlar, a gypsy travelling 
from land to land. How many times have I been back here? A 
gypsy reborn throughout the ages again and again. Night was 
advancing and I strained my eyes to see the road ahead but the 
last of the day’s light had already faded long ago into a sea of 
darkness suffused with a deep shade of cerulean that blended 
earth and slcy distorting my perception enough to be unable to 
distinguish between the two. 

I would travel no further on this moonless night. I led my 
horse-drawn waggon off the dusty road. The heat of the day clung 
to me in a fdm of sweat and dirt, and I was thankful for the 
sudden drop in temperature that usually occurred in this desert 
climate even though the chill at night was often severe. 

I splashed through a shallow creek and halted at the base of 
eroded sandstone hills that ranged for several miles on the border 
of this bleak land. I tied the horse to the rear of the covered 
waggon then climbed into the back of it to rummage through the 
many sacks of wares and supplies from which I produced some 
hay for the horse, a small bag of oats with a sugar beet tossed in 
and a bucket for water which I fdled from the nearby stream. The 
animal was grateful for the offerings and I patted it affectionately. 

Inside the canopied waggon a tan coloured lion lay 
stretched out upon a floral tasselled pillow drowsing in a lazy 
slumber like some lackadaisical prince whose birthright and 
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fortune allowed him the luxury of such idleness. The lion’s name 
was Naxx. I had no idea how I knew its name, where it came from 
or why it was here with me. The lion never spoke but stared at me 
as if it could read my thoughts. 

I scratched Naxx behind his ears, the beast closed his eyes 
as he savoured each stroke of the welcomed touch and when I 
stopped the affections ceasing his ecstasy he seemed quite 
annoyed that no more caresses were forthcoming. I took out an 
old cooking pot to make a meagre stew which I ate 
unenthusiastically over a small fire accompanied by a loaf of stale 
bread and a mug of warm ale. 

As the evening wore on distant sounds echoed beyond the 
hills. I lay blanketed upon the crates in the sheltered waggon fast 
asleep oblivious to the dissonance that continued throughout the 
night until Naxx, who had just returned from his nocturnal 
wanderings, jumped upon my chest with his massive paws and 
began roaring in low guttural tones. 

Startled, I quickly sat up sending Naxx back to the floor as 
he continued to roar more fervently to get my attention. 

“Naxx! You crazy beast. ” 

I stared down at the lion’s lucent eyes and as I came back 
into full consciousness from my sound sleep I was now intensely 
aware of strange noises that rang out in the dry night air. I stood 
up in interest pausing as if to hear more clearly trying to identify 
any prospective threat. Naxx sat at my feet then roared at the 
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door of the waggon as if beckoning me to follow. Donning a cloak 
and taking the lantern, I followed the lion out of the waggon into 
the chill of the night hardly able to see the big cat in front of me, I 
was about to light the lantern when I heard noises. 

The disturbance grew louder as I climbed up the hill and 
crouched silently behind a large rock formation that was at the 
top of the cliff, a broken section of which would have allowed me 
to view the dry gorge below although not much was visible in the 
darkness. I felt an intuitive foreboding as if my presence had been 
perceived and a gallery of grim images like those drawn on 
sanatorium walls by disturbed minds that witness unspeakable 
tortures from hellish denizens beset me with fear, it hung on my 
nerves and I knew some ill-fate would befall me if I did not evade 
whatever it was it. Something lurked out there in the crepuscular 
desolation and a shadow of dread seemed to waft across the 
valley, searching, sensing, as if a thing alive. I could feel it. 

Naxx stood by the grainy rock wall opposite the cliff s edge 
and sounded another low cry. Nervous that the noise might echo 
down to the entity below, I quickly moved over to the lion in an 
attempt to quiet its cries but Naxx disappeared through a hollow 
in the face of the hills and growled again from within the crack of 
the cavern. It was impossible to see inside the dark hole. I was 
frustrated and all I could think about was getting back to the 
waggon and slipping away from the area. 

I withdrew a small tinderbox from my pocket and lit the 
lantern. I held up the light to the crack, eroded layers of siltstone 
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surrounded the hole appearing as though the rains of many ages 
had drawn a thin curtain of sediment over what was once a much 
larger entrance. The lion must have slunk in contorting his body 
to squeeze inside, but I did not want to try to snake through it on 
my belly. 

Seizing a large rock I began knocking it against the edge of 
the aperture crumbling the surrounding soft siltstone with ease 
until I widened the opening into a much larger crawl space. 

Debris was sent rolling and clattered against the clay shale that 
littered the hillside. I cringed and held my breath while listening 
intently for a reaction to the sliding rocks wondering if that thing 
out there heard it. I waited in silence. Nothing. I exhaled in a 
wave of relief and crawled into the cavern beyond. 

The space was bigger than I realised, I could stand up to my 
full stature. Miscellaneous rubble was scattered around, some 
protruded out of the soft dirt, no doubt from a mudslide. 

The still air was much colder inside the cavern and it had a 
musty smell, the odour of damp earth and dry rot that reminded 
me of a tomb. An intense wave of sadness flooded through me. 

I did not know who I was, where I was or where I belonged, 
just some vagabond roaming endlessly on and on. I was startled 
when Naxx cried out and I disengaged from my self-induced 
melancholy. I heard the echo ofNaxx’s low roar from a tunnel 
below. It was accessed by a crude staircase made of stone that 
descended straight down from the floor of the cave. The steps 
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were covered with a layer of powdery dirt and my footing slipped 
more than twice as I juggled the lantern with one hand and tried 
to keep my balance with the other to avoid plummeting into the 
darkness below. 

It was not long before I reached the bottom. I examined the 
surroundings rotating the lantern and saw the great lion digging 
at something in a small niche of a stone wall. To the right was a 
blocked tunnel where a wood door with its top hinge broken was 
tilted forward so I could see that the passage continued further on 
ahead but a hill of dried mud had accumulated into a thick 
barricade at the bottom of the door that still held on to its hinge. 

I heard faint noises echoing from the tunnel and they began 
to grow louder as if someone or something was heading this way. 

I instantly thought of the thing stalking in the darkness, fear 
rushed through me and I began to panic. 

I focused on Naxx and reached out for him. 

“Naxx, let’s go!” I whispered in a reprimanding tone to the 

lion. 



I saw something faintly glowing in the light from the 
lantern behind a pile of deliberately stacked limestone rocks that 
had been placed orderly in front of the recess where Naxx was 
standing. I hurriedly dismantled the crude wall and found a 
strange metallic object and held it up to the light for a closer look. 
It was a gold pentadodecahedron. Ad infinitessimum. 
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I put the intriguing object in my pocket and as I turned 
around to urge Naxx to leave back up the stairs, I was 
immobilised with awe. The lion I was looking at now had a 
human face. It was my face! My head was attached onto its 
leonine body. The lion became human. The lion became me. 

Myself a Horakhty. 

The Riddle of the Sphinx was Man. The pyramid appearing 
atop the sphinx’s head was the vault of becoming; the shining sun 
over the triangular capstone became a fleece over an ark of the 
deific estate of man. Man becoming God. 

I shook my head at the strange illusion to see if the vision 
would disappear. There was scratching at the broken wood door 
behind me, I continued to stare at my sphinx-like image and it 
spoke saying, “HU HU. ” 

Then I jumped when I heard three slow knocks that sounded 
on the wood door, Knock, knock, knock... it echoed through the 
tunnel. A shiver ran through me, I looked behind me to see black 
leathery fingers with long shiny black metallic looking claws 
reaching around the door trying to gain access. The hand 
clutched the edge of the wood and began shaking it wildly in an 
attempt to pry it loose from the mound of mud blocking the door 
and a loud earsplitting raptorial cry rang out through the tunnel. 
Again it knocked louder, three slow raps, Knock, knock, knock... 

It sounded like someone was knocking on the doors of my mind, 
faraway, yet close. 



O 274 




Tales of Argot 



Knock, knock, knock. . . I woke up and heard 
pounding. I was still half lost in the dream of a lion with my 
face. Knock, knock, knock. . . Oh Jove, that wasn't the dream. That 
was real. I heard the pounding again, louder, angrier, it was 
beating on the door. 

Knock, knock, knock. . . I was being hunted at night by this 
fallen angel. 

I got up, crept downstairs and looked out the peephole of 
the front door and saw a yellow eye with a black vertical slit 
pupil glowing in the porch light, it was trying to look into the 
peephole to see inside. I yelled out in frenetic screams. It heard 
me and banged on the door again. 

Knock, knock, knock. . . The doorknob rattled back and 
forth, it was trying to get in. I looked back out the peephole and 
saw the beast, it had moved away from the door and was 
walking around to the front window of the house and as it 
turned I saw its black pterodactyl wings. 

The words flashed in my mind again, 'To him who knocks it 
shall be opened. ' 

Yeah, what will be opened, the bottomless pit of Hell? I 
was not the one who was knocking and I'll be dashed if I was 
going to open that door for this demon, my destroyer. 
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Now it was scratching at the window trying to get my 
attention. I could hear it intoning dark words in its alien 
language. If it could break through the glass in the mirror, why 
couldn't it break the door down or smash through a window? 

Then I realised. It was the knight in 'The Levoriqum' who 
broke the ice to release the Zargozvod. No, it could not be 
possible, I saw the shadowy form of the thing outside my 
window, and the beast behind me in my bedroom before the 
mirror was smashed. 

Was it a coincidence or was there a correspondence 
between different dimensions that could causally affect me in this 
material existence from some psychic plane? 

Were there time tears caused by the Montauk Project that 
allowed other beings into our dimension? Now I was sounding 
like a lunatic blogger on the internet, humanity's neuro network 
of the hive mind, but after my experiences I was starting to think 
that some of the ramblings about these other entities just might 
be true. Impossible! It was only a story. 

I should be laughing but I wasn't. Strange things were 
happening which I could not rationally explain, and that dream 
of the sphinx was too outlandish. Was God hidden within his 
creation? I always thought the riddle had to do with the 
precessional rotation of the earth through certain constellations, 
but to see my face morphed onto the lion's body was just too off- 
the-wall. 
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Should I just open the door and face that dark angel? No! 
No way! I went back upstairs with my weapons. I left that 
blasphemous incunable on the floor by the bed and started 
packing my suitcase and laptop as well, I needed to leave this 
place. I'll check into a local hotel just to get away. 



After I had calmed down a bit I looked at the incunable on 
the floor debating whether to pick it up and become ensnared by 
it once again. If I took it with me would the spawn of Hell follow 
me? 



I was so tempted to discover the meaning of the occult 
symbolisation that I wanted to finish translating it. Perhaps if I 
used an Urim and Thummim, a Witch Board or a Magick 8 Ball it 
could give me some answers. I convinced myself I could always 
get rid of it or even burn it if I felt endangered. 

I grabbed the book with dread then threw it into my 
satchel with a sick fascination, it was the black hellebore of my 
literary garden, like taking poison that slowly brought me closer 
to death each day and I knew this thing meant to kill me but I 
was obsessed with it. 

I thought of the knight in 'The LevoriqunT and his lewd 
liaison with the Naiad again and I laughed, this incunable was 
like spaghettification, it was stretching it! 



I went back to bed. 




Chrysopoeia For Fallen Angels 



Alec closed the 'Tales of Argot'. Life was just a joke, 
and the joke was on him, but he was not laughing. This whole 
affair was one grotesque comedy, a mockery of the divine like the 
satirical works of Lucian of Samosata or Rabelais. 

There was no doubt in his mind that the gnome in the 
incunable fit Meinard's description. This could not be a 
coincidence. He wondered whom the knight was supposed to 
represent. What if it's me? It was inconceivable. 

He closed his eyes, the image of a demonic skull and the 
mediaeval painting of Dieter kept floating through the attic of his 
mind. The picture faded into grey mists that took the form of 
grey ghosts, an ennead of phantoms that morphed in and out of 
ash-grey smoke to retake the shape of human-like forms, 
wavering and writhing, the nine ghosts swirled in his mind until 
he followed them to their astral home. 



The sley was dark completely overcast and thick with 
damp fog, it hung in the air obnubilating what the eye could see, a 
veil disguising this reality. He was in a graveyard, tombs 
abounded the stark divide of black earth and grey sky. Only the 
stones remembered the souls long passed, their neglected graves 
forgotten by mortals lay cracked and tumbled upon the grass. 
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Descended leaves wet and dead littered the cemetery of dark 
fuscous trees along with toppled crosses that fell from grace and 
angelic statues weeping with broken wings lamenting in their 
fallen state to nevermore behold the eternal light but bound 
instead spirits of endless night. 

He walked through the greyscale graveyard devoid of colour 
feeling the loss and misery of all those who had suffered. 

Vaporous spirits with hollow eyes bid him to follow them through 
plots reposed with dead and backdropped with mausoleums that 
fdled him with anguish, woe and strife for those condemned to 
earth, rolling over in their grave for another rebirth and ever 
returning to eternal interment until they summoned the star from 
her firmament. 

The ghosts had halted by an unkept tomb, the headstone 
fallen and tangled with rotted vines, broken stone chipped off in 
blocks, the memorial of the name so faint and worn, the faded 
words a testament no more. Reprobated by heaven, this life 
forgotten and soul lost, obscured in the mists of this astral fog. 

He bent down to read the inscription and knowing the truth 
he wept. The grave was his own, his name but a whisper on the 
tombstone face and the salt of his tears dripped back to the earth. 
A monument nearby towered over his head, a statue depicting 
Magna Mater in her vault of heaven seemed to take pity on his 
despondent state with her marble gaze and ubiquitous smile. He 
was sent to sleep with his head on his stone, a pillow, like Jacob in 
the stories of old. 
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He dreamed within his dream of a ladder rising upward, a 
point of light shone from above it, he climbed and he climbed ever 
ascending only to find his endeavours in vain never-ending, it 
conveyed him to nowhere it led ever on, frustrated he turned 
around and headed back down. 

He came to a deteriorating wall at the back of the cemetery, 
collapsing stones held up by climbing shrubs that supported its 
bygone glory. 

A great arch was built into the wall covered with carved 
symbols and a pair of periling statues, dwarfish creatures in size, 
they were aquatic or reptilian but inhuman, one a male, one a 
female stood as threshold guardians whether in invitation or 
warning he could not surmise. 

A Porta Alchemica was his only assumption. 

He gave the female demon an apple from a tree in the 
graveyard whose roots had been feeding from the dead bearing 
fruit from their bones, a ruby red comestible from a putrefied 
black stone. Like Eve in Eden she shared the fruit resurrected 
from hyle with the male demon that devoured it edaciously with a 
gluttonous smile. 

Their voices came alive with the juice of the fruit, their 
frozen stares no longer inert. They commanded him forward to 
pass through the gate and a doorway opened with a loud clap as if 
sealing his fate. 
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Hoards of anguished faces appeared in a massive cloud of 
spirits sweeping down out of the night like a gale of grey 
phantoms, and then the ghosts of dead souls swirled at the portal 
inviting and enticing his entrance. They pulled him through the 
veil between the mortal realm and spirit world offering to show 
him wisdom worth a precious pearl. 

As he stepped through the archway into the blackest of 
regions, there erupted four explosions of blue hellish fire, one top 
and bottom, one left and right, their sparks flaring outward until 
they met in conjunction surging his awareness ever higher. 

A cross in his mind ignited with current and he was 
partially awakened beholding blue pomegranates in the vastness 
of space, like stars in the heavens he was just a spark, an 
electrical node like an apple in the mind of God, all creations 
being points of light in an energy web of grace. 

He gradually lifted his head from his grave, his tears had 
dried and hope restored, he raised his eyes to the effigy with the 
statuesque pose, her form a disguise but never to a bee knowing 
the scent of a rose. Her smile had altered to a left-sided grin, it 
seemed so familiar, he tried to recall but the memory escaped him 
and he lovingly embraced the sight of those lips again. 

To him her light shined, in her was his redemption, to leave 
this density was now his only intention and he longed for the 
golden ring of ascension. 
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Lyre of Intoxication 



Alec showered and went downstairs at 8:06 AM to 
face Utomere and Meinard, they were always up at five in the 
morning working and today they were all going on a field trip. It 
was time to talk and he would listen. 

They had a deep discussion and Alec's eyes were opened 
to many things, he finally began to understand the work they 
were performing and once his barriers were broken down he 
became fascinated by it. Knowledge had been put right in front 
of his face but he had been blind without having understanding. 
He was trying to digest things slowly. 

"The only way to beat the devil Alec is to raise the devil 
and bring it into the light," Utomere said offering him advice to 
help him combat his demon. 

Alec nodded. He was more relaxed today accepting things 
that normally went against his creed. 

Meinard had Alec review the sacred geometry grids drawn 
on the plans of architectural structures getting him acquainted 
with the intricate geometrical proportions within the buildings 
and establishing eight corners within the vault of space. 
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After breakfast they set off to visit several churches, a 
basilica and an archabbey in the area, even Leucy joined them. 

Alec sat in each building interpreting the symbols while 
admiring the sacred geometry within the structures seeing an eye 
of Ra and an eye of Isis. The chief headstone that becomes the 
corner, the place of honour in the building of God was the upper 
triangle of the rhombus in man, like the pyramid with the 
shining capstone of his illuminated mind or the axis of the 
mound with the crown chakra ablaze with enlightening fire. 
Mons Magorum Invisibilis. It was 3:21 PM. 



The winter night air was cold. It was late in the evening 
when they returned to the house in Leanyfalu after having dinner 
at a restaurant in Budapest. Alec would be leaving soon so they 
made a small celebration of it. Holiday decorations adorned the 
city and it made for a festive evening. 



Alec laughed at himself, he thought he would never 
survive his stay here and now he was glad for the visit, he had 
learned something and for that he was ever grateful. To him it 
was like an odyssey of the heart, the blooming of his mystic rose 
resonating with harmony of universal accord. 



O 283 




Chrysopoeia For Fallen Angels 



He was brushing his teeth in the bathroom before he went 
to bed when he heard his mobile ring over the running water, 

Siri was his only thought as he ran to the phone on the bedside 
table with toothpaste still in his mouth, he looked at the caller ID. 
Shit! It was von Ritter. 

"Yes Dieter?" Alec answered suspiciously, knowing that if 
the guy read his mind he probably knew about every phone call 
and conversation he had with Siri. 

"Good evening Mr Nachton, I hope your stay in Hungary 
has been educational," Dieter said in a mocking tone. 

Alec immediately thought of the painting in the attic. 
Dieter would have known that he saw it. "What can I do for you 
von Ritter?" Alec asked sarcastically. 

"Nothing Mr Nachton, I am phoning about what I have 
done for you. I just emailed you your flight schedule and the 
address of your new property, a car will be waiting for you at 
Glasgow Airport to take you to your new home which I trust you 
will find most accommodating. I will be waiting for you there 
when you arrive. I hope the remainder of your stay in Budapest 
is just as illuminating," Dieter said caustically. 

"Thank you Dieter, I do appreciate your help and I 
apologise for being callous," Alec confessed feeling a little guilty 
for being cross. The man had come to his rescue after all. 
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"Do not worry Mr Nachton, I know you were hoping it 
was someone else phoning, I heard the disappointment in your 
voice. Well, goodnight and I will see you very soon," Dieter said 
in an off-putting tone. 

How does he know everything? Alec thought. 

After finishing in the bathroom he got out his laptop to 
check his email from Dieter and then he phoned Siri to give her 
his flight information so she knew when he would be arriving in 
Scotland, and also his new address and home phone number. He 
told her that he would ring her once he arrived. 

He wanted to speak with her for hours just to listen to the 
sound of her voice but they finally rang off. Alec was excited. 

He would be with her soon. 

He opened up the ‘Tales of Argot' and started to read. 
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Mirage in a Desert of Dreams 



My phone rang at 6:12 AM. I would not go to 
Oxfordshire today but take the place of my co-worker who had 
mysteriously disappeared in France. The entire office was a little 
freaked out over it. The company was dealing with the 
authorities as well as my co-worker's distraught family and they 
had assigned me to resume his work until he was found. 

Fortunately I had all of his notes on the project he was 
working on. He had saved the data daily onto the server while in 
the field and additionally had a backup drive in his office so I 
was able to pick up the baton and move forward with the 
research for the client. Thrice saved is thrice wise. It also gave 
my employer information to provide the police of the last known 
place he had visited besides his hotel. My co-worker had already 
collected the threads of information in France, so the next 
destination on the list was Portugal. 

My personal opinion on his disappearance was that he 
either met some French girl and was having an affair or he was 
mugged and his body was floating somewhere in the river Seine. 
His laptop and belongings were not found at the hotel. The 
secretary in the office suggested alien abduction or joining the 
Foreign Legion trying to keep the mood light rather than focus 
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on any sinister conclusions. My employer had already booked 
my flight. I was going to Lisbon to visit the archives and then on 
to Tomar to follow a few threads linked to the Knights Templar. 
My car was still being repaired so I would drive the hire car and 
leave it at the airport. I vacuumed up the broken glass from the 
carpet before I left. 



After arriving in Portugal I checked into the hotel in Lisbon 
and drove a rental car to keep my appointment at the university. 

I was so glad to get off that plane from hell! The fat guy next to 
me must have eaten before the flight because he belched out an 
Italian deli of garlic, bell pepper and onion the entire trip. It was 
so raunchy they would probably have to ventilate the plane. I 
had to turn the overhead air jet on high and aim it at him to blow 
the upchuck of blended pepperoncini and antipasto exhaust 
away from me. 

But that was not the worst of it, he was so obese he 
couldn't fit in his own seat and he kept flipping up the arm 
separator to encroach his overflowing fat ass on my space. He 
was like the blob, if I scooted over further in my seat so his 
blubbery thigh would not touch me, his avoirdupois would 
spread taking up every inch so it could have free rein. Then he 
took off his shoes and his sweaty feet reeked like old gorgonzola 
cheese that someone had vomited in a back alley dumpster. 
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I worked at the archive centre until the end of the day 
reviewing as many documents as I could find that related to the 
current research project that was reassigned to me. After eating 
dinner I went back to my hotel to shower and relax for the 
evening. I had a tour scheduled with a guide in Tomar tomorrow 
to show me around several old sites in the area. It was 9:01 PM. I 
got into bed and pulled out 'The LevorujuriT . 




Capricorn Rising 



The charging of volts electrified his being. His dark 
dragon had awakened a stream of light through his noetic 
centres. The merging of poles was a wondrous thing. Then the 
knight heard a frightening sound, another beast awoke but this 
cry came from the darkness of a cavern below. He cautiously 
approached the unholy abyss, there was an empty space and raw 
fear gripped him, he was disconnected from everything, nothing 
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else existed but his own terror and the absolute black of night 
persisted. 

The knight moved towards the heinous call of the beast 
and to his shock he realised he was back where he had started 
when he saw Lucursiax who now stood awake in the lucent 
cage, no longer rusty but golden and shining with fire that 
radiated out in rings of light. My soul cage, the knight thought 
with fright, for he saw no alternative but to release Lucursiax, it 
seemed either way he would die. He pondered the causal effect 
of the choice he would make, the possible repercussions and the 
price he must pay. Everything in the universe exacts a price and 
he would be choosing his own fate, death over life. 

To unthink, to unact, to unchoose, to unmake, there were 
so many regrets and so many mistakes. Every choice he now 
made must be weighed on the scale of price. He was drowning 
in this embittered sea of nine-fold darkness looking back in a 
maze of sad regrets for acts ignoble and heartless. Each decision 
he conceived, every action, thought, dream, word and deed, 
directly resulted in a multitude of consequences. A domino 
effect from his planted seeds. 

If he chose to be joyful he created it, if he chose to feel 
sorrow he created it, if he accepted failure he became it. He had 
been so blind. He was beginning to experience the impact of all 
his choices throughout his lifetime. He had been essentially 
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living in the prison of his own creation with no hope of ever 
escaping. 

“Free me!” the diabolic goat commanded the knight with 
blaring eyes. Its long beard and pointed ears looked like a devil. 
The knight knew if he unlocked the prison Lucursiax would be 
his annihilator, the angel of the bottomless pit unleashed, a 
dissenter. 

Seeing no escape from this place of perdition, he took out 
the scarab key with the two glowing stones, the sun and the 
moon pulsing as one. Lucursiax flashed him a triumphant smile 
like Nyx as the knight inserted the key and heard the lock click, 
the goat threw open the door knocking the knight down and ran 
up the tunnels ever ascending, its horns were as brass casting 
out light and its head shone with multiple halos circling. 

The knight stood up from the ground and with the cavern 
now lit he thought of the resplendent temple with its fallen 
pillar far down the passage and ran towards it without 
hesitation. He was determined to raise that marvellous column 
before facing Lucursiax and his own devastation. 

He could not leave this beauty in such a diminished state 
and summoned up a Herculean strength, a jolt of electrical fire 
burned through him and with a magnetic attraction of love for 
her creation, lifted her up to exalt her perfection. Restoring her 
place next to the white solar pillar, she now began to pulse in a 
column of light, sun and moon creating an arc of white fire. 
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Two forces plunging together, one active, one static, as liquid 
starlight awakened the effigy on the centre tree, the man’s wings 
activated like a vehicle ready to ascend to the adytum of a higher 
degree. 

He smiled with accomplishment. His task was done and 
he travelled back down the tunnel from whence he had come. 
The knight looked inside the noctilucous cage after the 
rapacious devil ran free, a lance lay on the floor that he claimed 
for his own and went to pursue the wily old goat, following 
Lucursiax was his only hope out of this hell, his destroyer, his 
saviour, which he thought so ironic and awful. 

He hurried towards the light chasing after the bearded 
goat and while clutching the spear he climbed up through the 
chambers once shrouded in darkness until he saw it standing at 
a closed gateway ready to challenge him like Typhoeus. The 
knight summoned his willpower, all he could muster, and in a 
stouthearted charge he rushed in attack launching the spear into 
its side, the steel point piercing through the thick black hairy 
hide and with the wound inflicted the knight felt that they both 
had died. The enemy within him was now evicted. 

The goat came alive and held up its hands to capture a 
white pentagonal star as it descended. After catching the falling 
star its head became disembodied, illumined and aflame with 
radiant glory and the great goat began speaking with a harmony 
of fifteen voices it chimed, “Solve et Coagula.” 
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Colours burst forth in many directions and the knight fell 
on his knees as a thunderous quake shattered his senses. The 
brass of the goat’s horns and halos turned bright white, as pure 
as a dove descending from the heavens like Aphrodite as a sign 
of divine love. 

Its face no longer Devil but that of Archangel. 

The knight felt a quickening, a reborn son of the star like 
Abraxas. His awareness expanded as another vision opened up 
through his brows, a flaming eye with psychic sight extending a 
window into space as a gateway parted allowing his entry and 
he walked through it into the light to encounter its sentry. 






I closed 'The Levoriqum' . When I had finished 
translating it was 2:28 AM. From what I gathered from the 
translation it was about 'The Cosmocrator' and trying to raise the 
devil. 



I thought of the goat and realised the writer of the 
incunable must be referring to the head of Baphomet. The goat 
was also the zodiac sign. I looked up the image of the goat. Yes 
it looked malign but wasn't it an image of the Chokmah? 
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I had to laugh. The devil holds the torch like the Statue of 
Liberty, both in the picture and the tarot card. An upside down 
star only implied spirit to matter, nothing sinister like many of 
the fanatics claimed, they only fear what they do not understand, 
unless they are afraid of aether. 

Like me, I fear this Zargozvod because I cannot explain it 
and I don't understand it. So yeah, it scares the hell out of me! 
The hermaphrodite may symbolise the connection of opposite 
energies, or the spiral staircase of the nadis of the Ida, Pingala, 
and Sushumna, the prana moving through the chakras of the 
spinal column to awaken the third eye endowing wisdom. 

I played around with some numbers and letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet. I would spend more time later to see if I could 
come up with a solution to find the hidden light of the meaning. 
The number of Baphomet: (7x11=77) 

In "The Lost Word" by Dr Ali Ezzahir: 

Ehben masu ha-bonaim / MAsu HA BoNaim. The stone which 
the builders refused is become the headstone of the corner. 

AD = X n = Baphomet Beit = Temple, using cipher: 
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There was another explanation circulating amongst the 
craniums on campus which suggested that mankind was just a 
genetic experiment and that the caduceus represented the uniting 
of DNA from people of the stars with our genes, but to me it 
meant the liberation of our consciousness from duality. Then 
again, what do I know? Every interpretation is individual 
perception. 

When I vaguely touched on the topic of the possibility of 
demons harassing a person, one student suggested engaging a 
voodoo priestess to perform an exorcism. Apparently one of her 
charms had helped them pass an exam so she came highly 
recommended. I wondered if it would involve sprinkling 
alligator blood on my door and sticking pins in some wax 
simulacrum. 

I still had not found the answer in the incunable to explain 
the existence of this other dimensional entity knocking on my 
door. Was I so blind not to see the truth in front of me within this 
gallimaufry? If I read it ten times would I get the connection or 
remain in shadowed thinking unable to lift the veil of 
understanding? 

I was afraid that all my years of learning and seeking 
knowledge have come to naught. The more I read of the story, 
the more bizarre the explanations became. I was sure the 
incunable was an elaborate hoax of roundabout red herrings 
causing its reader to run around in circles chasing their own tail. 
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It was a deliberate ruse to throw a wrench into the 
machinery of the mind causing it to implode. 

After I finished typing out my research notes and checking 
my email I set the alarm, at least I could sleep in late since my 
appointment with the guide was not until midafternoon and it 
was less than a two hour drive to Tomar. 

I went into the hotel bathroom and stared into the mirror 
with apprehension. I saw no demon or dark angel haunting me 
but there was food stuck in my teeth and I noticed I was putting 
on weight. I needed to start exercising to slough off some of this 
dense matter from my porcine form. A thought crossed my mind 
that since it had already broken through the mirror perhaps it 
was roaming free stalking me. Could it use its dragon wings to 
fly to Portugal or did it just materialise through a portal? 

I raided the minibar to calm my fears indulging in my 
gluttonous nature once again, I helped myself to the snacks too, 
gobbling up everything in sight making a complete pig of myself 
and then I washed it all down with the miniature bottles of liquor 
which would probably cost me a hundred euros but I didn't care. 
Mors ultima ratio. 

I shut off the light and eventually fell asleep in a bloated 
death by minibar poisoning from scarfing the entire lot. Only 
Jove knew if I would ever wake up from the toxic mixture of 
alcohol and enough sugar, fat and carbohydrates to put an 
elephant into a diabetic coma. 
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The amount of gas it created could knock down an army 
flat. A new type of weapon was born, 'Buttological Warfare'. If 
the maid service did not have a firefighter's airpack then they 
would surely die if they entered this room. The window was 
closed so I must have farted myself into unconsciousness, 
poisoned by my own gaseous fumes as I lapsed into noxious 
dreams. 



Heat, all I could feel was that infernal heat and a 
vexing thirst tormenting me. My lips were parched. I was like a 
dehydrated mummy walking through the endless sands of time. 
The scene kept repeating itself in an infinite loop. I would see a 
lush green oasis on the horizon of the desert, picturing the 
blessing of shade to shelter me from the scorching sun and water 
to slake the thirst of my dry throat. I would run and then stumble 
in the sand, getting up again to run towards paradise once more 
only to find it was a mirage of the mind and eventually I wound up 
crawling in the sand trying to get to nowhere with my fruitless 
attempts. I felt like one of the grains of sand, an infinitesimal 
speck in the vastness of the universe, how could I matter in this 
world? 

I gave up. I lay there in the sand in anguish and misery 
begging God to unmake me. I was tired of the constant struggles 
that plagued my soul, making me need and making me bleed to 
remind me I’m alive. I fell into despair and that’s when my dark 
angel spread its wings around me cloaking me, my only refuge 
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from the sun, and it whispered to me from some world beyond, 
“Love me, I have done no wrong, it is only the mortal condition, 
there’s no harm done, do not judge me for you and I are one. 

When you condemn me you damn yourself Just love me, ” it said, 
as I sank into oblivion. 

I rested in its blessed darkness letting it envelope me and I 
drank in the comfort it offered, loving my demon and accepting all 
the evil that it had done. There was no one left to blame, I would 
have never learned a thing in this life if my demon had not 
opposed my strength. I forgave it and all of its wrongful deeds 
and as I forgave myself the weight of chains seemed to be lifted 
from me and I swallowed the last of my tears, no more would 
come. I was hanging on such a fragile thread dangling over the 
edge of the abyss, I rested my head to succumb to the eternal 
darkness and I welcomed my own destruction in silent 
resignation. 

Then I awoke all of a sudden to an obnoxious voice with an 
accent from India that criticised, “That is the longest self-pity 
session I have ever heard, you know all this pissing and moaning 
is not going to help you solve your problems. You should drown 
yourself in your well of sorrow right now and get it over with but 
you will just have to come back and do it all over again tied to the 
wheel of rebirth. So do shut up! I am tired of listening to you 
bitch and whine. Oh, woe is you. Wallow, wallow, wallow in your 
wretchedness, poor you, poor you. Get over yourself already and 
give me a break!” 
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I looked up to see what belonged to that irritating repartee. 
It was a genie hovering above a well of water from an 
underground spring. I looked around me, I was in an oasis under 
the cool shade of palms, branches were hanging down like wings 
and swaying in the breeze, lush vegetation surrounded me and 
there was fruit and dates ripe for the picking. The genie just 
looked at me then examined his fingernails to make sure they 
were pristine and not in need of a manicure. 

“ What kind of sadistic genie are you giving me your verbal 
abuse and kicking me when I am down?” I asked with a dry hoarse 
voice. 



“Please don’t call me a genie, I prefer djinn, it sounds more 
dashing and I do not want people rhyming it with weenie. Let's 
see, what can we rhyme with human? Oh, I know! Cumin, it is 
one of my favourite spices you know, but can you tell me what 
rhymes with orange? I have been trying to work that one out all 
of these long years, but then I just start making up my own words, 
it is more fun that way and it was you who was beating yourself 
up, I just pointed it out to you. 

“Besides, you should be the one covering your dark angel 
with your light not let it cover you with its darkness, you have 
your priorities and polarities all reversed, you must be baclcwards, 
born in a barn or something, or was there inbreeding in your 
family, you aren’t a hillbilly are you? You seem rather dumb, I do 
not know if you should pick your ass out of your brain or pick 
your brain out of your ass, ” the djinn said nonstop without 
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seeming to take a breath, changing subjects and going off on 
different threads of random thoughts. 

I got up and went over to the well for a drink of water to 
quench my horrible thirst but I spit it back out, it was bitter, 
poisonous. 

“So djinn what is your name? And do I get three wishes?” I 
asked hopefully. 

“You can just call me djinn. I have a secret name which I 
will not tell you, so you will have no power over me and you get no 
wishes either. Zip, Zero, Zilch. You are not my master. You are 
not even a master of yourself so you cannot command me. Na, 
na, na, na, nah, nah!” the djinn teased childishly in his heavy 
accent. 

“Then why are you here djinn, just to torment me? Why 
don’t you do something useful, like getting me some fresh water?” 
I asked. 

“Ha ha! Oh, you slay me. Are you blind or something? 
Can’t you see there is a well of water right in front of you? Maybe 
you should get some four-dimensional glasses or something, 
because you need to see beyond your current state, all you 
visualise is a well of sorrow and despair, you must plant the seed 
of desire and evolve it into reality. Do you think my hair looks 
okay? I think it might be due for a trim, it looks a little long in the 
back, unless I tie it up in braids or should I change it white like a 
Lipizzaner stallion?” 
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I decided this djinn was off his rocker, clearly mad and 
unstable. I asked him, “What do you mean planting the seed of 
desire?” 

“Why should I answer your question when you did not tell 
me how my hair looks? I am not wearing a badge that says ‘Oasis 
Concierge’. What, do you think I work at an information desk? 
You will never connect with your higher self when you live in the 
basement of your mind. Did you fall down a mineshaft or 
something? Because I really think you might have brain damage. 
You are pretty thick in the head aren’t you? Maybe if you learned 
the true meaning of the game ofChaturanga as a child and you 
had awakened the abodes you would not be so daft. It is time for 
you to get wise, stop snivelling and read a book or something. 

Jeez, why did I have to get the stupid one?” the djinn said 
sarcastically playing with his long black-haired ponytail. 

“I’m sorry, ” I said, “you’re hair looks fabulous as it is I 
wouldn’t change it, but I still want to know what you meant by 
your words, and stop insulting me!” 

“Oh, thank you! Do you really think it looks good like this? 
Well, I guess your opinion does not matter anyway, you do not 
have any common sense and you are full of nonsense so why 
should you have any fashion sense? You would not happen to 
have any incense would you? I think a wafting perfumed smoke of 
jasmine or sandalwood might be nice, don’t you?” The djinn was 
now picking at his toenails and examining his feet. 
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“You’re rambling on and it’s getting on my nerves! Can’t 
you see I’m dying of thirst?” I barked at him, fed up with his 
constant loquacity in his thick New Delhi accent. 

“Here take a date, eat it and throw the seed into the well, all 
you have to do is make a wish and believe, you make your own 
reality you know, ” the djinn said as he handed over a date. 

I ate the date and focused my mind and wished for fresh 
clean water then threw the seed into the well. I opened my eyes 
and tried drinking from the well again. The water was pure and 
sweet, I drank deeply until I was full. 

“How did that happen? Was it a magick seed you gave me?” 
I asked the djinn in amazement. 

“No you stupid idiot, that was no magick seed, that was a 
pit! Life is the pits and you have to use what you have to get 
through your existence. What consumes your thoughts controls 
your mind. The doubts and fears you have create your reality, but 
so do your wishes and desires, your imagination comes to life 
giving birth to matter. 

“In your search for God, you find yourself. Be careful what 
you wish for... You just might get it,” the djinn lectured. 

“I wish I would wake up from this dream and that you 
would just go away!” I said with all honesty and then dreamed no 
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I woke up. There was no djinn and it was still dark 
outside. It smelt as if something had died in my room. I was so 
inflated and full of gas that my stomach was distended as if I was 
going to give birth to a bull that I really needed to shit. 

The indoor air quality was so bad that there probably 
wasn't enough oxygen to support life, thick ozone hung in the air 
and I could hardly breathe in the miasma. I realised it was me, I 
was choking on my own farts and I wanted to puke. It stunk like 
a cesspit hinting an underlying bouquet of greasy pepperoni and 
cheese with all the minibar snacks added in like clashing random 
pizza toppings. 

I must be constipated with a petrified butt nugget that was 
stuck and trying to get out because the gas was so nasty that I 
had to get up to open the window to let in some fresh air. I got 
back into bed and went to sleep wishing I did have some incense 
and a nice perfumed scent of jasmine or sandalwood wafting in 
the air. 
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Alec closed the 'Tales of Argot' and laughed. This 
was without a doubt the strangest book he had ever read. If the 
old adage were true then knowledge could be found in the most 
unlikely of places. 

When he thought of the falling star dropping and being 
caught by the goat with the opening of the third eye, it reminded 
him of New Year's Eve in New York, the ball dropping at 
midnight. It too appeared like a giant crystal star falling to bring 
light to mankind. He did not know why he made that 
association since he had only seen it once but nonetheless it 
seemed symbolic somehow regardless of what other people 
might say it stood for. He was seeing stars everywhere. 

Still thinking of America, Alec mused how there were so 
many connections, the White House being symbolic of the white 
city, the vault of the rhombus, a royal ark of man. The Statue of 
Liberty bearing the torch of Venus or Lucifer sits on an eleven- 
stared base, a five-pointed blazing star, V augmentation de salaire, 
combined with a six-pointed star. 

Eleven, the number of vision and mystical revelation. 
There are seven spikes on her crown. Eleven rays below and 
seven above. (11x7=77) Didn't the Querent say this was the 
number ofBaphomet? 

Was the Statue in homage of Liberating the Devil? 
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It was 10:10 PM. Alec turned off the light and lay his head 
down upon the moonbeams shining on his pillow. He wondered 
if he wished upon a star, would his dreams come true? 

He pictured grids upon the earth, an inverted reflection 
that mirrored grids in the black starry heavens, the playing field 
of a brane, the chessboard of a god game and he entered through 
a rhombus into a garden of dreams. 



The rainforest was animated in tropical splendour, 
colourful flowers and birds amongst a background of thick 
growing foliage so dense he was surrounded, no horizon was 
visible only an endless green sea of living, breathing flora and 
fauna, the forest alive as if one entity. A colossal waterfall seemed 
to cascade down from the heavens like a fountain of youth, the 
Aquarian Man pouring down nectar tofdl a clear pool that was 
refreshing, inviting. 

He stripped off his clothes and swam naked through the 
waters and floated on his back, his ears submerged with his face 
capturing sunlight as he closed his eyes. A giant ‘Tortoise’ swam 
by, careened to the left and then launched into the roof of the slcy 
craving to leave this world of relativity, he sought the adytum of 
uncreated light in infinity. 

He heard something like sirens rapturously singing, seven 
vowels intoning at once with one desire ringing. Aethereal 
harmonics so angelic its resonance ascending his soul to heights 
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of such ecstasy its echo was calling him to relinquish his being. 
His body became a lyre with seven strings entreating his senses 
with delights and tense emotions that hung vivified in air. The 
strings seduced him pouring sadness like rain , his past exposing 
his wounds vulnerably open to feel and bleed again. 

Tears gathered like rainclouds before a storm, a single drop 
rolled down the side of his sorrowful cheek then in a blink of a 
dewy eye another tear shed, slowly they came at first then a 
steady stream began falling as the bittersweet melody continued 
to play on, of love lost and new love found. Like the lyre of Apollo 
striking chords with an infinitude of music, magick and loss. A 
death and rebirth, the journey of his cyclic destiny in a spinning 
cross. 



Feeling the pulse of the music vibrating all around him the 
tempo did change exciting a promise of frightening alteration. 

The loss turned to transcendence beginning a new age. A rainbow 
erupted inside him to bridge with the waterfall’s current. There 
was a fusion of oneness and his separateness he surrendered. 

He was filled with forty-nine fires of light all ablaze and 
united with the forest, one entity omnipotent. His saw the very 
core, the true heart of all things. Catching his breath and 
inhaling the symphony of the pulse of life beating, he was 
partaking of it, allowing it, becoming it. 

He lifted his head startling himself as if awakened from a 
trance with the memory of that eerie melodic journey still echoing 
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in his ears. He tried recalling it to play it over again in his mind 
but the tune was now fading with just a few notes lingering like a 
haunting refrain, only to disappear into silence except for the 
falling of water until all that remained of the music was him but 
changed, neither happy nor sad, just changed. 

Then all of a sudden something smooth had slithered 
around his naked skin, two pythons wrapped themselves around 
him entwining, entangling until they became one. The more he 
struggled the tighter they strangled so he ceded his efforts and 
they took him underwater, the darkness devoured him, terrible 
because timeless. 

Le Soleil Absolu! The solar ring of a corona, white against 
night began shining like an evening dark star with a black flame 
at its core and united with the opposite gender of poles as an 
eclipse of the sun burst forth bright plasma from its gestation like 
the birthing of an aurora. A flaming star appeared in the loft of 
his mind infusing him with wisdom, a Hekhaloth of light. 

The glory of the world he now held in his hands as a scroll. 
He felt like Helios in his golden chariot of the sun. 
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Jewel in the Lotus 



It was afternoon. The weather was sunny with only 
a slight chance of snow that evening. Alec hoped it would stay 
clear, he did not want any flight delays as he was anxious to get 
into his new home and could hardly wait to see Siri again. 

He finished the last three grid maps he was working on, 
San Sebastian, Santiago de Compostela and the other one was of 
Sintra that looked like a tree reborn. When he had set them on 
Utomere's desk for Meinard to review he saw a picture of the 
zodiac ceiling from the Hathor Temple at Dendera and wondered 
if that was their next project. 

Alec was restless and he found it hard to focus. He needed 
to rest his mind, calm both his fears and desires. He thought of 
his strange dream and knew it must be from that book he was 
reading. He was drawn to the light in these dreams and he 
emphatically craved more. 

More light, he wanted more light. 

Utomere and Meinard had gone out to visit a friend in the 
neighbouring area. Alec had decided to stay and spend the rest 
of the day in the library reading. He wanted to finish the book 
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Utomere had lent him since he was leaving very early tomorrow 
morning. Meinard however, was going to remain another couple 
of weeks before returning to Salzburg. Alec sat in one of the soft 
leather club chairs in the library, put his feet up on the ottoman 
and opened the 'Tales of Argot'. 
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Abaddon - The Place of Destruction 



I awoke before the alarm went off. By Jove, my head 
hurt! I also felt sick to my stomach and looked down at all the 
discarded wrappers and bottles overflowing the rubbish bin of 
the hotel room and the realisation hit me. What have I done? 

I had lucidity of my stupidity. I tried to laugh but felt too 
miserable to humour myself. I took some seltzer tablets and got 
into the shower. By the time I was finished grooming, packing 
and checking my email I felt a little better and would brave some 
breakfast in the hotel restaurant downstairs, eggs and toast 
sounded good for absorption, and lots of espresso. 

After eating my breakfast of self-pity with a side of regret 
which I washed down with some much needed self-acceptance. I 
checked out of the hotel in Lisbon then drove straight to Tomar 
for an early check-in at my new hotel. 

I had plenty of time for a recuperating nap before meeting 
my guide and afterwards I lunched at a cafe. I had a salad, some 
Portuguese cake along with another cup of espresso and some 
aspirin. My guide met me at the hotel and took me around to 
tour the sites in the area, particularly those that related to the 
subject of the research I was doing. 
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We had spent the entire afternoon ambling about with the 
other tourists except that he allowed me access to some of the 
non-public areas. I took dozens of photos with my digital camera 
and wrote down notes. The guide was very knowledgeable 
regarding the history of each site and he also shared some of the 
more shrouded information with me that was only for those who 
had a keener understanding of the inner hidden meaning of 
things which was not exactly in the guidebooks. 

I was grateful for his insightfulness except that the dude 
had extremely bad B.O. that gave me dry heaves. He was like a 
smelly burro and I had to stand upwind of him the whole time so 
as not to catch any diffusing vapours of his overpowering human 
aroma. I wished the bloke would just sod off! Perhaps if I still 
had gas I could have farted on him and returned the volley for 
Point, Set and Match with my faecal reek. 

I started to look at humanity from a different perspective 
and concluded that we were just a bunch of rotting meat sacks. 
The human condition was gross and disgusting. Man was more 
repugnant than dignified. 

How much gravitas is there in having bad breath, 
scratching your crotch like a monkey, picking a pubic hair off a 
bar of soap, wiping ones ass or having a booger in your nose? 

Humans are just a sick joke cursed with mortality, but 
didn't God say he made Man in his own image, which also 
makes me wonder if the angels on high ever had to crap? 
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I had only one more place to visit that was south of town, 
but it was already getting close to sunset and I wanted to make 
sure I would be able to get some good pictures so I asked him if 
we could continue first thing tomorrow morning. 

My malodourous guide told me that another fellow named 
Lucis who was rich in the knowledge and history of that 
particular structure would show me around and that 
arrangements had already been made to take me there, he 
assured me it was not very far and that it would be worth it. I 
was told Lucis would be waiting for me on site. 

When we got back to my hotel the other driver was there 
in a manky old van that looked as if it was also used as a poultry 
lorry from the amount of encrusted chicken shit that was dripped 
down the sides of it like white paint. 

I paid my pongy guide giving him a generous tip, more so 
just to get him the hell away from me and to be rid of his smelly 
ass rather than for his services. Then I got into the van alone with 
a total stranger, in a foreign country, heading out of town, 
nearing dark. How smart is that? 

The driver dropped me off and assured me that I would be 
able to get back to the hotel and that he would wait for me. The 
sunset was magnificent. I took pictures as I approached the 
edifice. The colour of the sky was a blush of rose that exploded 
with an inferno of golden fire blazing across the horizon. I 
climbed to the top and looked around but I did not see anyone. 



O 311 




Tales of Argot 



The castle felt familiar to me but I had never been here 
before, at least not in this lifetime, perhaps I saw some pictures of 
it and the memory was misfiled somewhere in my mind. I went 
back down the stairs to find the driver gone. He had left me. I 
used my mobile to ring my guide, no service. I tried to send a 
text message but it would not go through either. 

After climbing back up to the castle I watched the stairway 
swerve, it wavered like liquid stone and the walls were warping 
as if the castle was caught in crossing streams of time. I became 
vertiginous and sat down for a moment closing my eyes to let it 
pass. I thought I should just try to find a way to get back to the 
hotel. 



I walked around in the dusky outdoor air trying to get a 
mobile signal. I went through the open door and had an eerie 
feeling of deja vu. This place was disturbing me. There must be 
an office that had a phone so I looked around and found most of 
the doors were locked but there were a few doors that were left 
open though no one was here. I entered into the interior calling 
out Lucis' name in vain. There was no answer. I moved deeper 
through the open rooms and passageways. I did not have a torch 
with me and it was getting too dark to see anything. 

I called out again hoping someone would hear me. The 
sound of a heavy wooden door slammed down the corridor, 
there had to be someone here. Maybe Lucis was unlocking the 
doors for my tour. 
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I crept along the wall in the dark and came to an open door 
with steps leading downward, I followed them into the blackness 
of a tunnel that teased me with dark ideas and I started thinking 
of the disappearance of my colleague in France and I wondered if 
this was a deliberate plan set up by certain people who did not 
like the kind of research we were doing or questions we were 
asking. 

I'm just the Querent, the researcher. I did not belong to 
any group or religious sect, so why send the Grand Inquisitor 
after me? And why am I even having this conversation with 
myself? Fear was causing my mind to race with all kinds of 
conspiracies and morose ideas, I was reaching for plausible 
explanations for being led here and then abandoned. I heard a 
faint low boom below, another door closing? 

I yelled out another round of 'hellos', but my voice only 
echoed back to me off the walls of the fortress. Where was Lucis? 
I was hesitating whether to go back outside and wait or to 
continue groping around in the bowels of this place. I pulled out 
my mobile to use the screen to guide me in the dark, I still did not 
have any service reception and the backlight kept shutting off 
after a minute, I would probably drain the battery before I got 
out of here. 

Someone was exhaling. I heard heavy breathing in this 
subterranean realm. "Lucis? Hello?" I called out and then a 
prickling of dread washed over me like a warning and turning 
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around I ran back up the stairs, the door shut above me in a loud 
slam. I got to the top of the stairs and tried to open the door but 
it was locked so I began pounding on it, praying that some night 
janitor had not locked me in by accident. Or was it on purpose? 

I yelled and then I screamed trying desperately to be heard 
through the thick wooden door. No one came to my rescue. 

I put my ear to the door and listened for any sounds or 
movement in the hallway but I only heard the pounding of my 
own heart as if the beat pulsed through my ears. 

I descended below in the dark. Maybe I could find some 
tools to open the lock, or anything useful for that matter. 

Holding the phone out in front of me I focused on its comforting 
glow. I put my hand along the stone wall of the narrow 
passageway to guide me. It must lead to a storage cellar or 
perhaps it used to be an old escape tunnel, it was cool down here. 
Another sound echoed in the dark like a squeaky door hinge and 
I called out frantically, again I received no reply. 

I began to hear chanting in a low, hoarse voice like an 
invocation of a spell in a foreign tongue, words from a thousand 
years back rose up in my mind conjuring visions of past selves 
and vague whispers in the distant winds of time like a haunting 
voice reverberating through the doorway of my dreams lured me 
to follow. 

I moved forward slowly, there was an open door inviting 
me into deeper shades of chthonian blackness. I heard a 
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humming noise that sounded electrical. It must be a generator. I 
examined the inside wall fumbling with my hand in the darkness 
to try to locate a switch, sure enough I found it. 

Light, blessed light, who would have thought it could be 
found in such dark places? A wave of relief spread over me as I 
surveyed the room. It housed a generator and shelves for storage 
but no phone. I wondered why none of the lights were on or 
even any emergency lights for that matter, but the light switch to 
this room worked, strange, had someone shut them all off 
purposefully? 

I found a panel and by flipping all the switches I managed 
to turn on the lights in the tunnel, I checked my mobile again for 
service but had no such luck, so I went further down the corridor 
to investigate. 

There was a door on the left, I opened it and went stock- 
still with fear, the black demon fiend stood in front of me 
standing at its great height, its black reptilian chest was puffed 
out and it sneered at me with its fanged mouth, its dark skin 
absorbing the light as if sucking the energy to feed itself, it 
lunged forward extending its claw out to grab my arm as it 
fanned out its wings. 

But I was not Saint George so I shook off my frozen state, 
turned around and ran. My feet pounded on the stone as I fled 
shrieking in panic all the way back up the stairs and banged on 
the door screaming in fright. It walked slowly towards me 
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knowing I was trapped without any hope of escape. It came at 
me in silence, it came to feed, it came to ensoul. 

In that instant without any hope, I snapped. My mind 
became perfectly still, it was blank like empty silent space. I had 
surrendered totally. I was tired of running, I was learning to hate 
this life and I would give it up for something else, I smiled back 
at the fallen angel and sensed a strange magnetic pull, I was 
repulsed and attracted at the same time. 

I felt a psychic connection with it like whispered rumours 
lost in an ancient memory too distant to recall, the demon must 
have understood my resignation and transferred thought images 
to me for my recollection, it had been me all along who was 
knocking at my own door. Then I understood its purpose, it 
came to consume me like cibus, my Ouroboros had come to 
devour me whole. 

The dark demon was my own reflection, a Nephilim. I was 
the Fallen Angel. I was the one trying to ascend from this fallen 
continuum seeking the light to become a solar being. I threw 
back my head and dropped my arms at my side, the great black 
dragon spread its wings as it grabbed me and it wept as it fed, 
trying to realise a heart of compassion from its mechanistic 
existence. I felt the sudden transition as we connected in fury 
forming into a single platinum beam of lightning. Then all 
around me was light, pure blinding light. 
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Twenty-four beings shrouded and invisible within the light 
began to whisper, my perception was twisted and I was 
struggling with delusions. All the truth I had ever held was 
destroyed. They laughed at my confusion like clowns at court 
and divulged their eternal prank. 

Apparently I managed to raise the light only so far with 
knowledge but without love in my heart my grail was empty and 
I had no bliss to feed my dragon spawn so I would have to start 
over again and lose the light that I had gained. The higher you 
climb the greater the fall. 

The beings of light expressed to me that I was seeking 
knowledge as power but the greatest force was Love, and without 
it I was destined to fail again. Honestly, did I really believe this 
hokum? It sounded like televised evangelism coming from 
inside this dream and I scoffed at them. The only love I've ever 
felt was passion which was biochemical juice in the brain, so 
when they speak of love what did they mean? 

I was not amused by their unanimous sniggers, my fate 
was decided until my karmic debt was paid, I would have to go 
back and do it all over again, and again, and again until I obeyed. 

"No, not again!" I cried. I did not want to return! They 
said my work was not finished. I must continue to dwell in the 
world of illusions. 



Nunquam dormio. 
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I now understood why that painting in the Louvre was 
smiling with that pasquinade grin. In it harbours the knowing 
that the truth is just a grand universal joke. Seeing comedy in 
such a scheme divine. 

The door was within me... And I held the key... 

If I tried to leave my own prison they would stop me, ever 
attacking and never allowing me to succeed. 

Intelligenti pauca. We are just human animals in a 
menagerie held captive by archons. 

I now knew the true identity of the devil and I began to 
laugh. It was not laughter from joy but from the sick torment 
that the plan entailed. I held up my dactylion to the highest most 
region of heaven as if giving it back the cosmic finger that it had 
showered down upon me with lifetimes of suffering, pain and 
strife, then I proclaimed with a triumphant voice, "Fuck You! As 
Below, So Above. " Guessing that the law must work both ways 
like a two-way mirror, perhaps my life was not in vain after all, 
the paradox of the law being the ultimate revenge. If I must 
endure this endless earthly mire then they still had to smell my 
shit! As light would rain down my stench would rise up. I 
began laughing even harder at the thought of having shit for 
brains. 

Unitam logica falsa tuam philosophiam totam suffodiant. 

(Now I am rambling in my journal.) 
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In my fit of hysterical laughter laced with intermittent 
snorting the twenty-four voices imparted instructions then joined 
me in my humour and I yielded to the soft humming of their 
chorus. I searched my thoughts for some thread of memory to 
anchor me to the knowledge of my existence, everything seemed 
clouded and otherworldly, many lives existed in the back of my 
thoughts that were foreign to me but somehow I knew them. 

Then I found that familiar connection, the link I was 
hoping for and I locked onto it visualising my own image 
repeatedly in my mind, calling out my own name as if to wake 
myself from a dream and I tried to consciously force myself to act 
focusing all of my concentration and blocking out the twenty- 
four laughing, cajoling voices. 

Coming out of a deep state of suspended animation I heard 
the audible groan of my own voice trying desperately to speak 
and gain back my conscious reality outside of that incredible 
dream. Like a chant I spoke my name louder each time with 
stronger conviction. 

I felt strength and control returning to me, the laughing 
entities withdrew as the darkness of my sleep dissolved and I 
awoke into a haze of light. My eyelids fluttered almost as if they 
were too heavy to open. With great effort I managed to part one 
eye and squinted. I was in a room with dim light coming 
through a window on a foggy morning. 
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It was the hotel room in Tomar. I had made it back to this 
foul plane of existence. I was home, my Hell on earth, probably 
for a few more generations to come. 

I showered and went downstairs to the restaurant for 
breakfast and coffee. My memory was vague as I tried to recall 
what happened in the tunnel of that island fortress, all I 
remember after being attacked was a brilliant dawn, the sun 
rising as the stars were shining, as if Aurora had come to lighten 
my lachrymose soul. Maybe Lucis found me passed out in the 
castle and took me to my hotel. I have no recollection of how I 
got back here. 

I hung out at the hotel for the entire day in a soul-searching 
daze. All those years of study and searching for knowledge has 
brought me dick! I reviewed my experience from last night's 
vision of the beings of light. Knowing did not mean liberation, it 
just added more burden of responsibility and I would suffer 
twice as much for every failure. I would join the alliance of 
rebels and fight; there must be a way to destroy these archons 
somehow. 

The grass was not greener on the other side. It was just 
different grass, probably with a whole set of other problems and I 
assumed that at each level of ascendance you attained there were 
just more tasks, more tests and more paradoxes. We are angels 
unaware of who we are, blinded by the illusion of matter unable 
to see the shattered image of God within us. Were we ever really 
going to be free? 
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How many humans could really achieve their freedom? 
Even if you managed to grasp the light it was stolen from you. 

No wonder humanity drinks and shags its way through their 
miserable lives, anything to find happiness and bliss to escape 
this reality. We are programmed to fail. 

We are the Fallen. We are the Damned. 

I wondered if together as a soul group we may be able to 
succeed but those entities have us fighting amongst ourselves. I 
now had a deeper understanding of the research the client had 
hired us to do and I hoped that the Templars really could open 
gateways to the future and the full light universe, because those 
jesters did not want our liberation and they were never going to 
let us leave this prison until Lucifer and her fallen angels 
received redemption from this fallen continuum. 

My instructions were clear on what I must do, any defiance 
would prolong my agony, I loved myself too much to continue in 
suffering and I hated this captivity. 

I would finish translating 'The Levoriqum' and return it to 
its master along with my journal to fulfil this life's karmic 
expiation, and hopefully I would get my fucking book back 
because I had really wanted that collector's edition! 

I booked a flight to Budapest. I would stay here until the 
remainder of the work was completed. It was 8:01 PM. I opened 
'The Levoriqum'. 
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Anima Mundi 



The knight stepped forth from the passage of light 
and beheld a ferocious lion in front of the entrance to an 
incredible white city more splendid than any temple imaginable, 
it radiated with rings of quicksilver. 

The lion guarded a majestic mouflon ram with a golden 
coat that stood staring out through the open gates of the great 
city. The knight walked up to the lion’s gate. 

“You dare to pass me Knight? I tell you NUN shall 
pass,” the lion said with a stentorian roar and crouched as if to 
spring in attack. 

“I have come to claim my right and reward,” said the 
knight boldly and moved his hand ever so slowly towards the 
hilt of his sword. 
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The lion flashed in anger and the sound of his roar was as 
loud thunder ripping through the atmosphere, the knight fell on 
his knees and put his hands to his ears, the noise so deafening it 
shook his entire being. 

“Ha ha ha,” the lion laughed with a haughty tone, his 
green eyes glowering at the knight’s submissive form and he 
threw his mane back in a defiant challenge. Magickally a grail 
appeared to hover in midair in front of the knight. The golden 
cup gleamed with enticement. 

“I offer you this Knight. Would you drink from the Grail 
of Immortality? Come take your prise,” the lion coerced with 
his terrible voice. 

The knight rose to his feet and examined the chalice, then 
looked at the lion with his grin full of malice and pondered a 
moment what he was being offered, it was an eternal cycle of 
suffering that the beast so cleverly presented. 

“No thank you, I have my own cup within my banquet 
hall, what you offer me is no heaven but an endless hell, step 
aside beast so I may enter the sacred abode.” The knight took a 
step forward as the grail disappeared with his refusal to partake. 

“Ah, I see that your use of gender has conceived pleroma 
infusing you with wisdom, but I will grant you this lowly prince 
who would be king, all this do I give you, yours for the taking.” 
The lion waved his massive paw and a scene opened up in front 
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of the knight showing him an earthly kingdom with treasuries 
of wealth and fabulous riches, and the knight saw himself as 
ruler over many lands. 

“Nay lion, you lead me astray, it is but another form of 
slavery, a ruler is not free, he must govern an empire and 
knowing that the law of rhythm abides, civilisations rise and fall 
with the tide, ‘tis but a fleeting thing you offer to flatter my ego, 
I want nothing from you, I have come to defeat you,” the knight 
said firmly with determination in his heart and took another 
step forward. 

The lion roared another thunderous call, the air vibrating 
with anger and frustration from the knight’s resoluteness and 
his conniving attempts to ensnare him were fruitless. 

“You Knight, are a sentimental man whose heart is afire 
and beats strongly with love and passion, though your lamp 
does burn with an exceptional flame, she can give you amphorae 
of oil more than your ration. I present her to you knowing very 
well she exceeds your innermost desires, come take her now 
Knight, the lady is waiting, the pleasure of her temple for your 
own sating,” the guileful lion said with the voice of a viper, 
smooth and mesmeric tones wrapping the suggestive words 
around the knight to sway him. 

A window of promise opened up in front of the knight, a 
vision of loveliness, his own Cymeriel was standing there in 
provocative invitation, a seductive sight. Scantily dressed, 
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begging him to come forward and calling to him in lusty breaths 
while parting her garment and moving her arms to offer him her 
breasts. 

“No!” screamed the knight. “What she has given me was 
beyond price and worth the mere sacrifice of my own pleasure. 
She’s just an illusion you conjured so cheaply like a carnival 
barker at a May Day Faire. Relationships come and go, love is 
lost and found once more, but it is a deeper seed that gestates in 
my being, altruism for all of mankind is the song of love my 
heart sings. Omnia ab Uno et in Unum Omnia,” the knight 
replied, divine love his only true need. 

A tremendous clap reverberated through the region. The 
lion’s wrath rocked the knight again to his core. The proud 
beast in retaliation of his rejected temptations sent a legion of 
Rakshasas to overpower the knight with every persuasion. The 
knight drew his sword and charged it with the light of his being 
and slew every demon, those in sight and those unseen. 

The lion now subdued left his guard with his once proud 
head hanging low and lay down by the ram then began licking 
his paw, the knight now the master after his ego’s annihilation 
entered the ark of mercurial light for his soul’s elevation. 

Fie stood in a royal chamber of kings. Nocratis the ram 
approached him and granted him the Golden Fleece. 
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A whirring sound spun in his head like hearing the 
laughter of faeries, the fluttering of hummingbird wings on a 
breeze or a hive buzzing with a thousand bees. Archeus rained 
down like pure white manna crystallising into a pinecone from 
which the blood of his heart now fed, a sacrament of red wine 
and white bread. Blue and red diamonds conjoined in the centre 
creating pentangular rings of power for the ascending Phoenix 
to enter. The Philosopher’s Stone he now possessed, the true 
grail obtained at the end of his quest. 

Fire and light erupted inside him as a conjunction where 
heaven melded with earth and born from above was his 
immortal self, rising to traverse the high heavens as all 
dominator he would soar, the Great White Dragon of Light his 
new hypostases, the Selphi restored and whole once more. 






I closed 'The Levoriqum’ . The book was describing 
sex in the brain. Did it mean that God wanted to skull fuck me? 

I laughed at my own vulgar thoughts. I would look up the 
meaning of NUN in the Hebrew alphabet, something smelt fishy 
about this incunable. Was the anima mundi the real Templar 
treasure? The house of God in Man, like looking into a mirror? 
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Then I finally started to understand and with open eyes the 
story unfolded in me. You have to go through hell before you 
can get to heaven. 

I sympathised with what the incunable was trying relate, 
we were not waking up fast enough so the Joker kicked the door 
open wider to encourage the seeker to find the answers amongst 
this rubbish bin littered with half-truths, riddles and lies, and like 
a knight on a quest try to raise the light from our own abyss. 

Everywhere I looked the story testified of itself, repeating 
like the sequence of a homing beacon signal calling out to guide 
us on our way back home, fire codes emblazon in our ancestral 
memories speaking through us as we lived out its passionate 
play. All these years I had been seeking knowledge to enlighten 
my mind but it was really love that was the answer to the riddle 
all along, like finding the secret to the core of the Milky Way. 

The key was inside. The great 'G' , the number of three, 
Gimel is the word. Gnosis the final prise of God's essential light 
for the camel to pass through the needle's eye. 

I could not bear to repeat life over again in another 
incarnation of continued suffering and pain, I needed to outlive 
myself and learn to correctly die to survive the burst of a phi 
charge in my pineal gland to be reborn a lord of time, recalling all 
my memories able to travel between dimensions on a yellow 
road to the sacred vault of the sun and self-navigate to the heart 
of the stars. I must find a way to pass through Brahma's door. 
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Tomorrow I would stop back by the university 
neighbourhood in Lisbon and use one of the office centres that 
the students frequented to print out everything I had written on 
the incunable then I would head to the airport, it was off to 
Budapest where I was ordered to go to return ‘The Levoriqum' 
along with the translation and journal account of my story. 

I packed up my bags to be ready for a swift and early 
departure first thing in the morning. I went to bed and I felt like 
a baby snuggling in the blankets taking comfort in the womb of 
my head as I became a child of dreams, resting while growing in 
my sleep. 



I was in an abode of snow sheltered in the darkness of 
a forgotten cavern in the Himalayas. The sound of distant bells 
rang in low base tones as prayer wheels spun in time with the 
colourful waving flags that snapped in the frigid Nepalese wind. 

I was a vampire, an immortal living in darkness. My light 
was stolen from me. I had no sense of time and I could have been 
sleeping here for a thousand years shut away in this dark box, a 
coffin for my soul. 

A distant question from a familiar thread of my being kept 
floating around in my head, if the box was opened would I be alive 
or dead? 
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I hungered for blood, would it bring me to life? There was a 
monastery nearby. I crept through the night, a voracious 
predator scenting prey across the courtyard in the snow. 

Inside the temple a solitary monk was seated in meditation 
appearing to be asleep. His eyes were closed and his face was 
serene. The fire from many rows of candles burned boldly and the 
room was waltzing with shadows cast by the rhythmic flicker of 
the brilliant flames. Murals seemed to come alive as the colourful 
images danced with the strobe of the lights. 

The light hurt my eyes. I had been in utter blackness for so 
long that the brightness of all these flames was too hard for me to 
endure. I had to shield my eyes. I wondered if I drank his blood I 
would attain all of his knowledge and memories encoded within 
his life’s essence. 

I stepped forward cloaking myself the candles fluttered 
wildly as if a strong gust of wind blew the flames, could it have 
been the energy from my aura that caused the disruption? 

The monk felt a prickling awareness that his surroundings 
had changed. Something did not seem right. The monk knew he 
was not alone. Someone or something was very near. 

I took another step closer and out of nowhere a sudden cold 
vapour crept along the floor like a cloud of rolling fog and 
enveloped the entire room abruptly extinguishing the candle 
flames into wisps of grey smoke rising up in spirals. 
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The room was now unilluminated save for the moon casting 
its lambency through the small window that was cut into the 
stone wall of the monastery. 

Mentally shaking himself out of his trance-like state, the 
monk slowly opened his eyes to survey a room devoid of 
candlelight. 

“What do you seek visitor,” the monk inquired of the 
darkness. 

The monk knew I was here and even though I shrouded 
myself he felt my presence. 

“I have just awakened from a long sleep and came here out 
of curiosity,” I lied to the monk. 

The monk laughed. “Is it my blood you seek so stealthily or 
is acquiring knowledge your real quest?” 

“You can read my thoughts?” I asked him hovering in the 
darkness behind him feeling the heat emanating from his body. 

“Your intent is very clear, you are projecting it and your 
desire is so strong that all of the other monks in the monastery 
can perceive your thoughts. Your mind was screaming in agony a 
moment ago. Did not one of them blow out the flames for you to 
relieve the pain the light was causing you to suffer so?” the monk 
replied. 
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I realised my error. My vampire prowess was no match for 
these monks. I should have gone into the village to hunt. “I need 
blood, and yes I want knowledge, ” I said honestly. 

“You do not need to steal knowledge, it is available to all. It 
will be given to you freely if you seek it out for yourself, and there 
is no use for blood if you do not have the light. If your blood is 
not activated by the light and you do not abide in the light, it will 
remain dead and you will be forever imprisoned in your caliginous 
coffin. There are millions who are the immortal dead, people 
repeating lifetime after lifetime in darkness. It is the light that 
brings the blood to life and sets the blood on fire, it is the light 
that sets you free, ” the monk said in his tranquil voice. 

“How can I activate blood that I do not have with light I 
cannot tolerate?” I asked him in despair. 

“For your need of blood you must simply ask and I will 
provide it for you, I will not turn down one in need nor will any of 
my brothers here. As for the light, do not try to go from total 
darkness into the brilliant sun only to be blinded by the extreme 
polarity of its glory. Start slowly, working with what little light 
you can handle in small increments and then gradually increase 
your exposure to brighter degrees of light. Like climbing up a 
ladder you must start at the bottom rung to ascend higher, but 
you must first try, ” the monk said and with a wave of his hand out 
of the vast sea of candles, a single candle was lit. 



I looked upon the one flame and found it bearable. 
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“Now take some of my blood and I will instruct you how to 
infuse the light within it. You must become a blue blood and 
charge your blood with indigo fire if you want to become a royal 
king. Do not expect instant results, it is with diligence that the 
fruits of our labours begin to unfold and soon you will be 
awakened from your earthbound prison. Just know one thing 
about infusing the light, it is all about the heart and love is the 
key, ” the monk imparted his wisdom. 

I was humbled, after the light was stolen from me I had to 
start all over again but I had to start sometime, why sit in 
darkness for eternity? 



Out of Darkness into Light... 

Escape from Illusion into Reality... 
Transmuting Death into Immortality... 
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Alec closed the 'Tales of Argot'. He was sad that it 
came to an end. He wanted to keep reading more. He had 
become almost obsessed and addicted to it. He sighed as 
moisture gathered in his eyes. The story must continue it just 
could not end here. He was now brooding. 

Leucy came into the library holding her music box. It must 
have been delivered earlier. Alec had heard someone ringing the 
front gate intercom this morning. He looked up at her and 
smiled trying to shake off his introspection to engage her. 

"Thank you my dear Alec, this is truly beautiful, I love it!" 
Leucy winked at him as if they shared a secret between them. 

"You are very welcome Leucy, thank you for having me 
over during the holiday season, you are a most gracious hostess," 
Alec said as he heard Utomere and Meinard in the hall removing 
their coats and shaking off the cold. 

They entered the library and went to the bar for a brandy 
to warm them up, their faces red from the frosty air. Alec greeted 
the two then put his head down with a forlorn expression. 

"Alec you look sombre, what is it?" Leucy questioned him 
with genuine concern. 

Utomere looked up from pouring a drink, casually 
eavesdropping. 
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"I just finished reading the 'Tales of Argot' and I feel a little 
hollow, I am depressed that the story is over, I guess I wanted it 
to go on," Alec admitted like a little child confessing to his 
primordially wise grandmother. 

"Oh Alec," Leucy said with love and tenderness in her 
voice, "but it does go on. The story continues with every one of 
us, each individual life expresses the story, the unfolding of 
mankind, it is within all of us." 

Alec smiled and nodded his head. 

Utomere went to his desk and got out the white card with 
black typescript from the drawer then walked over to Alec and 
handing him the card he said, "Take the book with you Alec so 
you can add your own story to it, and if you ever see a shop that 
has a black door with a brass knob and a black sign with gold 
metallic letters that says 'Cygnus Burnett Lowly, Antiques & 
Curiosities', which I strongly predict you will, you can return it 
to its owner. Perhaps it will find its way into someone else's 
hands so they may add their story as well." 

Alec laughed. His spirit was lighter. This certainly has 
been a strange visit. After dinner and dessert they exchanged 
gifts. Alec had given Utomere his astrolabe and Meinard his 
pocket watch, and he received a compass from Utomere in 
return. Utomere had told Alec he did not want him to lose his 
way and that the compass would guide him. 
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Perhaps Alec would become a navigator someday. 

Meinard gave Alec a card with a mysterious message 
written inside that said his gift would be waiting for him at his 
new home when he arrived tomorrow. Meinard winked at him 
and chuckled to himself as his cheeks flushed red. 

Leucothea had given Alec a beautiful crystal lotus with a 
jewel in its centre. It dazzled magnificently in the light, it was 
mesmerising and he could not take his eyes off it. 

He felt like he was given the Morning Star. 

After their conversation wound down they all retired for 
the evening. 



Alec packed up the 'Tales of Argot' with his laptop and 
went to bed. He missed his nightly companion, the book already 
read but not forgotten. 

Hoarse winds arose sounding of quarrelling between foes 
as it howled through cracks of panes and sudden blasts that 
whined with high-pitched cries of ire, blew through leafless 
limbs of dormant trees sending shivers down his neck to rattle 
his gates of dream, and then faded into a tinkling sea of glass 
shards dancing from chandeliers on a moonlit winter's breeze. 



O 335 




Chrysopoeia For Fallen Angels 



A thousand petalled crystal lotus was spinning in his 
mind. Each petal mirrored his image, a thousand selves from a 
thousand incarnations, all of them claiming to be king. A double- 
headed eagle cried, “Lapsit exilis!” 

A perfect jewel of crowning glory graced the centre of the 
lotus, a sign of royalty that enticed the thousand embodiments to 
pursue it as their own, each one crying out their worth and 
attempting to pull the sword from the stone to justify their right 
to the emblazon throne by their deeds not birth. 

All of a sudden amidst the thousand egos bickering, chirps 
erupted, squeaks and clicking, chattering cries like laughing 
children, the euphonious chimes came ever closer and rose up 
from the centre of the crystal lotus. 

He became a mirthful dolphin coming ashore awakened and 
laughing as he ate the jewel from the vying avatars all around 
him. A ray of red and a ray of blue melded into a radiant violet 
hue to sync the hemispheres of his brain, he had stolen the prise 
and won the game. 

His dolphin-self swam on aether through a crystal gate 
laughing and singing in his jocund state, a comical creature he is 
indeed. It is always the wise Fool who really succeeds. Ascending 
on future time waves from his past Atlantis to swim in oceans of 
the new earth for his divine tryst. 
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FFieros Gamos 



Alec had bid his farewells then departed Budapest 
early that morning to arrive in Glasgow only hours later. He was 
met at the airport by Dieter's driver who took him to his new 
home. Alec phoned Siri in the car but just got her voicemail 
again. He had not been able to contact Siri last night. Doubts 
and fears vexed him and he started becoming jealous of ghosts, 
and the demons of his imagination teased him with thoughts of 
other men stealing her away from him. 

The driver pulled through the gate of a large baronial 
country house. "You've got to be kidding me, what am I going to 
do with this ostentatious place? I hope Siri likes it or Dieter will 
have to find another buyer," Alec expressed more to himself than 
to the driver who just smiled. 

Alec brought his luggage inside. The house was 
enormous. 

On the entry table he noticed a large black statue of Anubis 
with a gold collar. 

Dog Days will soon be upon us, I guess I should start thinking 
about adoption. It would take too long to have enough children to fill 
all these rooms by natural birth. 
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Dieter greeted him in the foyer with a hauteur manner and 
a smug smile. He was introduced to the staff then toured the first 
floor. The estate was furnished in sybaritic splendour for which 
Alec felt some self-reproach realising wealth should be shared 
not hoarded. A few of his personal items had been tastefully 
integrated in with the decor and fresh flowers were displayed 
throughout. He suspected Dieter must have known that he 
planned to propose marriage to Siri, hence the feminine touch. 

Damn psychic! Alec thought as he glared at Dieter. 

"I hope you will find everything in order Mr Nachton," 
Dieter said while displaying that irritating grin. Alec 
immediately visualised the old painting in Utomere's attic and he 
felt a crawling sensation on the back of his neck from the 
paranormal thoughts it provoked in him. Was Dieter even 
human? He wondered. Dieter just smiled wider and his eyes 
squinted as if in mockery to Alec's thoughts. 

"It is wonderful Dieter, how can I thank you?" 

"Your appreciation has already been expressed in the 
payment I received for my services," Dieter replied matter-of- 
factly. "Dr Amsel has left you a most exquisite piece in the 
library. He thought it should be surrounded by knowledge." 
Dieter then let out an unexpected laugh. 

Alec was startled, he was not aware that Dieter had a sense 
of humour. Dieter led him through double doors into the formal 
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library whose shelves housed a collection of books. Alec 
surmised that the estate was sold complete with the furnishings. 

Alec walked to the back of library, a painting of a queen 
bestowing reward upon a knight was hung on the wall above an 
ornately carved throne chair with a high back, sitting low to the 
ground and having no arms. He went up to it. A card was 
placed on the seat which Alec picked up to read. It was from 
Meinard and it said, 'Fit for a King'. Alec laughed at the old 
man's jest and wondered why Dieter found it so amusing. 

Pointing to a folder on the desk Dieter said, "All of your 
paperwork is in order." He then handed Alec a piece of paper 
with a handwritten map and the name of a man on the Isle of 
Iona, "You have just one more journey to make Mr Nachton, 
tomorrow morning at nine o'clock sharp a driver will arrive to 
take you to the heliport where you will be transported to the Isle 
of Mull and then you will need to take the ferry to Iona, the 
gentleman is expecting you. Do not be late." 

"I'm sorry to disappoint you Dieter but I have plans of my 
own," Alec said adamantly but was instantly cut off by von 
Ritter's upraised hand in the air to silence him as if this gesture 
alone caused Alec's vocal chords to seize up. 

"Trust me Mr Nachton. You will be immensely thankful 
once you have followed my instructions. Noli irritare leones. This 
gentleman has a unique item for you, it is the most precious gift 
you can bestow upon anyone, it was found on the Isle of Staffa in 



O 339 




Chrysopoeia For Fallen Angels 



Fingal's Cave. There is a myth claiming that it is where Lucifer 
fell, Staffa means 'Pillar', perhaps the legend is about a fallen 
pillar or a fallen star, one can only speculate. You have courted 
the light so far, now call her home to you," Dieter said pointing 
to the phone on the desk. 

Alec took the mobile out of his pocket instead and phoned 
Siri, to his surprise she answered immediately. 

"Siri, I've been trying to reach you, I've made it home and I 
want you to join me immediately, get over here now," Alec said 
excitedly trying to ignore Dieter's unsettling presence. 

"I am terribly sorry you couldn't get a hold of me, I have 
been busy with my friend Viktoria Engel and we were visiting 
friends in Koniz. I am also here with your father Alec. We've got 
sort of a surprise for you." 

"My father? Where are you? What's going on?" Alec 
asked surprised and bewildered. 

"All in good time Alec, I'll let your father explain things to 
you. Anyway, I will not make it there until tomorrow night so 
why don't you take a day to just relax and settle in," Siri said 
suggestively. 

"I thought you said we could be together as soon as I got 
back from Budapest, you know it's been a month since I last saw 
you in Berlin!" Alec complained, feeling he was being put off 
again. 
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"I promise you Alec, I will see tomorrow evening. Here, 
say hello to your father," she said and handed the phone to 
Robert Nachton. 

"Hello Alec, did you have a nice stay with Meinard?" his 
father asked. 

"Let me just say I have a strange story to tell you. I'll talk to 
you about it later when I see you, but what the devil are you 
doing with Siri, you're not trying to steal her away from me are 
you?" Alec asked jokingly and laughed. 

"No Son, I have become rather fond of Siri's lovely friend 
Viktoria, we have been busy making arrangements of our own, I 
have convinced her to leave Bern and stay with me in Stirling 
and you know what that implies." 

"Congratulations! I didn't know you had it in you at your 
age. Ha ha, well done you! That makes two of us but please do 
not say anything to Siri, I haven't asked her yet and to tell you 
the truth I fear she's so independent she'll refuse me," Alec 
expressed with mixed emotions, first enthusiastically then 
solemnly. 

"Viktoria and I will come by in a few days to celebrate the 
holidays with you, we still have some things to take care of and 
we will discuss the plans for our ceremony but Siri will keep you 
company until we arrive, see you soon Son," his father said with 
a cheery voice. 
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"Right then, so long!" Alec's fears were calmed, he was 
happy for his father, he would pass away soon and he was 
comforted that his father found the light of love before death 
took him. He did not want him to die lonely. 

Alec's mood was soaring as he ended the call but when he 
turned to look at von Ritter's reptilian gaze it slapped the smile of 
joy right off Alec's face as that image of the demonic skull flashed 
in his mind again. Dieter was such a buzzkill, he lived on some 
other plane of existence disconnected from the present, seeming 
to be here only intermittently like flashing light, now you see 
him, now you don't, a magus of theurgy. 

"Nine in the morning Mr Nachton. You really must learn 
to trust me, have I not seen to your needs thus far?" Dieter von 
Ritter retrieved his black briefcase and just before leaving he said, 
"Enjoy your investiture Mr Nachton," and then sniggered as he 
walked out of the library. 

Alec saw him to the front door. "Thank you for all you 
have done Dieter, I really do appreciate your assistance. 
Everything has a master's touch." 

Alec spent the remainder of the afternoon walking through 
the property to familiarise himself with the house and grounds. 
He thought again the place should be shared with children, lots 
of children. Dieter had overseen everything to a T, even hiring 
an estate manager responsible for the property and personnel. 
Alec could just relax, all he had to do was exist releasing all 
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thoughts of material things and trivialities for the one thing that 
mattered most. Love. Only Love. 

He unpacked his suitcase and his laptop laying the 'Tales of 
Argot' on the bedroom table. He looked in the closets, there were 
two, one was a gigantic empty walk-in closet, obviously meant 
for a woman and a separate wardrobe that had his things 
perfectly hung and arranged on the shelves. 

He took a shower and a galaxy of random thoughts 
spiralled through his mind as the hot water flowed over his tired 
body, he thought about Staffa, he had not been there since he was 
in college and as a kid he found the island disquieting and rather 
spooky. It was too chilly to travel to Iona. Alec thought von 
Ritter must be mad or just wanted to torture him because the 
winter wind at sea was bitingly cold with an artic chill that froze 
you to the bone. Alec was comforted by the fact that Siri was 
with his father and Viktoria, his fears of rivalry dissolved. 

He got into bed, the mattress was brand new and the 
stiffness felt good on his back. He was grateful that Dieter had 
made sure the replacement was extra firm, he really had seen to 
every detail with perfection. It was 12:01 AM. 

The darkened room plunged his thoughts into the 
nethermost region of the earth. Images of the bedroom closet 
morphed into a large cave that surrounded him in complete 
blackness, the sound of rushing water flowed in and out like the 
tide of his mother's bloodstream, he floated as a boat attached 
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with his umbilical lifeline, the rhythm of her heartbeat lulled him 
to sleep, inside the earth mother Gaia held him in peace, giving 
him birth from Aleph, Mem, Shin. 



His heart beat with the same frequency of this 
terrestrial womb, a selah of grace tracing the path of his life from 
source into seed, conceived but not yet born, the blue pearl of a 
prince adored. 

A wheel of stars spun around his head, astrological signs 
magnetically spinning emotions into a spiralling horn heralding 
phi harmonies with the music of the sun and imprinting him with 
codes of celestial light. Love and compassion filled his grail with a 
solar seed overflowing with starfire in a fusion of bliss. His golden 
heart imploding igniting his cone, surviving its charge was the key 
to his victorious death. 

Embedding himself in the stars, he became a navigator in 
his chariot of fire. He breathed in the scent of roses that filled the 
air as he became a starmaker seeing through the eyes of the sun. 
And all around him, E pluribus became unum. 



It was Monday, the day of the Moon. Alec was out 
of the door by nine o'clock in the morning and after landing on 
Mull he took the ferry to Iona. The wind was cold but it was a 
gorgeous sunny day, the sky was as blue as the Saltire flag and 
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was graced with four white clouds looking like white roses on 
the points of its cross. He pulled out the map and thought that it 
was probably just easier to ask one of the locals in the coffee shop 
where to find Rastus Dirge. It was such a small island everyone 
was usually acquainted with one another in the community. 

Alec followed the map and walked along a path that led 
through a gate, he saw the mound that was marked on the map 
as " H ill of Angels', then continued forward to a small white 
wooden structure that looked like it had once been used as stalls 
to shelter animals but was now converted into an arts and crafts 
workshop. Light was glowing through the two glass windows 
that were accented with black wooden shutters which hung on 
brass hinges. 

There was no sign indicating that it was open to tourists. 
Alec felt a little foolish, as if he had been sent on a wild goose 
chase to this mysterious shack in the middle of grasslands on this 
lonely island. 

He knocked on the black door not sure of what to say. A 
gentleman with deep blue eyes the colour of the clearest 
sapphires or the indigotic welkin of skies answered the door. He 
was older, probably in his seventies and had short bright white 
hair and weathered skin, he radiated with kindness and warmth 
of the sun. He smiled at Alec and invited him in. 

Various large polished stones sat on shelves in front of the 
windows, quartz crystals, agates, geodes and amethysts were all 
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lined up in a row. Gemstones of all sorts were stored in wooden 
cubby trays littering the room. A few pieces of painted pottery 
lay on the worktables at the back with a lapidary, magnifying 
lenses, vices and jeweller's tools. 

"Are you Rastus Dirge?" Alec inquired of the old man. 

"That I am," said the man in the demode black peacoat 
with gold buttons from some forgotten era, it contrasted with the 
colour of his eyes which seemed to reflect outward bathing the 
room in a blue light. "I was told that you would come today, 
made sure the timing was just right so I would not miss your 
visit, you must be Alec. Welcome! Would you care for tea?" 

Alec reached out to shake his hand and when he came in 
contact with the old man's skin he felt a tingling sensation like an 
electrical current. 

"No thank you, it's kind of you to offer, I've just had coffee 
before I ferried over," Alec replied. 

"Then let me present you with the finished work, it took a 
long time to get it just right, to remove the rough edges, cut and 
shape it until the facets reflected the light, and polishing it to 
make it shine into the perfect stone of your birthright." Rastus 
opened a wooden box and removed a precious red jewel set in a 
band of gold. It was recherche. 

"Birthright? You must be mistaken," Alec said 
questioningly, thinking Rastus Dirge must have confused him 
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with somebody else, he saw no register or credit card machine 
and he wondered how he was to pay for such a princely thing. 

"I make no mistake Alec, I am but the custodian waiting 
for the master to retrieve his stone, I am the artificer and hone the 
material that I am given. I am one of the starguiders who help 
shape the stone of man, if his cube from Saturn should fall like a 
meteorite from the sky, I see to its transmutation from a lump of 
rock to a gem divine. Please take what is yours. It is time for me 
to go." Rastus folded the felt around the jewel and placed it back 
in the box and handed it to Alec. 

"Thank you. What do I owe you sir?" Alec asked still 
unclear and unsure. 

Rastus laughed and smiled at him, "It is you who have 
already paid the price and laboured through the many ages of 
constellations and lifetimes of strife, it is yours now for the 
bride's possession to receive the wisdom of your queen's 
conception." 

Alec humbly accepted the gift and thanked Rastus with 
true sincerity of his heart. He felt the old man sending a mental 
push for him to leave, as if Rastus was late and had a time 
schedule to keep. Alec left walking out the door past the hill and 
through the gate then he stopped and turned around. He forgot 
to ask him about the legend. He wanted to know more about 
Fingal's Cave on the Isle of Staffa. 
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He went back down the path and through the gate, past 
the hill then halted abruptly staring incredulously at the scene 
before him. The structure was gone. There was no white 
wooden building, nothing but grasslands. He saw his footprints 
stop and lead into where the doorway should have been and they 
disappeared into nothing, he saw his return footprints start from 
nowhere and trace back through the dirt and grass. 

He stood for a while absorbing the shock and thought of 
the Querent when the antique shop had disappeared, but nothing 
seemed as outrageous as his time spent in that Budapest attic and 
being subjected to the devices of the Invisible Aula Order 
Members. 

He felt like the Querent in the 'Tales of Argot', what a wild 
ride this has been, he wondered where the joke ended and the 
truth began. Maybe everything was a red herring in this twisted 
god game. What is reality? Perhaps just a series of mirrors 
reflecting back to its source, the All, a multidimensional-self 
masquerading as physical vessels recurring the same 
disingenuous sport, players in a grand production at the theatre 
of life. 



A fractal repeating its shape. 

Stars ad infinitum. 

Alec hurried back to make the ferry. He just wanted to get 
back home now to greet Siri. He put the strange encounter out of 
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his mind and learned to flow with the supranormal happenings 
around him, they were starting to seem commonplace and with 
that thought he did something quite odd, he smirked a left-sided 
smile, the universal joke imprinting on him, he was laughing at 
each revelation and outward expression. 

He could not stop himself, it was as natural as phi, from 
the moment of birth until the day you died, the joke was always 
there and only the Fool can see it. Man was the Joker and he 
might as well embody it. The Fool and the Aleph. 

The divine unfolds, evolving, the creation surpasses its 
creator, the son replacing his father, the apprentice exceeds his 
master, the mother giving birth to the cr after. 

Alec had lunch back in town and by the time he returned 
home it was Three Fifty-Seven in the afternoon and his emotions 
were as numb as his skin cold. He got into the shower to warm 
up. 

He wanted complete privacy and saw to it that they would 
be alone this evening. He brought the 'Tales of Argot' downstairs 
with him to the library and began writing his own story, 
hammering it out nonstop fuelled by afflatus. 

It was late evening when he heard a car pull up into the 
driveway and he opened the front door in anticipation. Siri stood 
there showered by the porch light looking more beautiful than 
ever glowing like the moon against the backdrop of the night. He 
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gave her an immediate embrace. The driver brought in her 
luggage then went on his way. 

He escorted her into the sitting room and motioned her to 
sit on the sofa. He had not planned any elaborate setting, merely 
his simple words and his heart full of love. With a serious face he 
got down on both knees as if a supplicant to a goddess, he pulled 
out the wooden box holding the precious red stone from his 
trouser pocket and handed it to her humbly asking in a trembling 
tone, "I love you Siri, will you marry me?" 

"Are you ready to make such a commitment?" Siri asked to 
test his resolve. 

"With my whole heart," Alec said honestly. 

"Yes Alec, I will be your bride," Siri confirmed. Her eyes 
held respect and pride, seeing the changes that were wrought in 
him, a worthy man to become a noble king. 

She bent to kiss his forehead then Alec stretched his neck 
to kiss her lips, opened the box from her hands and placed the 
golden ring with the crimson stone upon her finger, laid his head 
upon her lap and said, "Thank you. I promise I will be the man 
that you deserve, I will adore you always and let your light fill 
my heart." 

Alec let Siri change her travel clothes and went back into 
the library to continue typing out his tale on his laptop while he 
waited for her lovely presence to grace him. 
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"What are you working on?" Siri asked him as she stepped 
into the library wearing one of his formal shirts with apparently 
nothing on underneath it. 

It was unbuttoned partway open in front provocatively 
and partially revealing her breasts. Alec was instantly driven 
with a wild desire. He stood up from the desk and walked 
forward to intercept her. 

"I'm writing down my account of the bizarre occurrences 
that began happening since we first met and especially when I 
started reading that strange book, it gave me the weirdest 
dreams." Alec pointed to the ‘Tales of Argot' on the desk as he 
wrapped his body around hers, enfolding her in his arms and 
began kissing the side of her neck. "It was Utomere's suggestion 
that I tell my story," he said huskily in between kisses. 

Siri was about to ask him another question but he took her 
mouth with his; inserting his tongue in before she could get a 
word out. He kissed her forcefully sending magick tremors to his 
hard erection that craved to be against her body and pressed into 
her as he slid his hand inside the shirt to touch her skin, moving 
his other hand behind her to caress her bare bottom. 

Of course his shirt looked better on her than it did on him. 
He plunged his tongue forward again for another deep kiss, after 
being away from her for a month he was a starving man and he 
intended to feast well like Bacchus at a banquet. 
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"I think your story is just beginning Alec/' Siri said and 
winked at him. 

"Well we can tell stories later, I intend to keep my promise 
on those threats I made to you over the phone so if you have any 
last words while you're still able to speak coherently before I 
bonk your brains out you had better say them now," Alec stated, 
and then took the nipple of her breast in his mouth to torture her 
into silence with bountiful sucking kisses. 

"Yes," she gasped. "I remember, but I told you no carpet 
burn so the floor is out." Siri looked at the hardwood floor 
covered by a massive Persian rug. She unbuckled his belt, 
unfastened his pants and then gently pushed his head back from 
her bosom. He reluctantly withdrew his mouth letting go with a 
long tug of his lips from her nipple but then he removed his 
clothes with just as much incentive and shuddered to his core 
with a passionate hunger. 

Siri walked across the room to the great throne chair, 
removed his dress shirt from her body while smiling with that 
left-sided smirk of hers and used her index finger gesturing him 
to come to her. 

"It's you Alec, who will have your brain imploded. Come 
and receive your accolade my dear Knight, any wisdom you may 
be lacking you will now gain from me, the gifts of Solomon I can 
grant you, it is cosmic sex you need." She pointed for him to sit 
in the throne chair. 
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Alec laughed and moved over to her in puris naturalibus. 
With his cock fully erect and aching with lust, his face wearing a 
satyrical grin that harboured a tempestuous need, he closed the 
gap in just a few strides and saw himself mirrored in that 
woman's eyes, his twin soul he surmised but really a fallen angel 
in disguise, and smiling in his obsession as he drank her features 
in wanting to drown in her existence matching fire for fire, he sat 
upon the throne with his member burning like a pyre. 

Siri stood over him and kissed him on the mouth, she 
whispered in his ear so softly with a certainty of truth, "Deny 
yourself to pleasure me, deny it thrice and become my king." 

She straddled the chair over his lap and mounted his long 
full girth inching herself down, rotating and nestling onto the 
base of his stone hard pillar encircling him like a glove, her wet 
desire surrounded him as a shroud of nectar clothed his phallus 
from above. 

Siri grasped the sides of the high back throne in her hands 
and with her feet upon the floor began thrusting in a rhythmic 
motion up and down upon the glory of his surging erection as 
Alec threw his arms around her holding her bum in each of his 
hands. 

Pulse and rhythm infused his heart with love opening like 
a red rose and he knew indubitably that it was she who would 
give him the true crowning jewel, a stone of destiny like Eve's 
red apple of wisdom given to Adam, awakening the Fool. 
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She rode his fertile beam of power to thrice charge the 
lightning rod of Zeus and cried towards the silver heavens 
inducing the wellspring of her blissful state to ignite with molten 
star and liquid sun bringing to life the intent of her creation. 

The entwinement of two genders, the same soul but of diametric 
poles witnessing miracles every moment, an eclipse of moon with 
sun, a gambit playing the Joker as the wild card to ensure her 
king had won. A lunar river of dew divine showered him with 
wisdom like rain to open the blossom of the golden flower inside 
his mind. 

His immortal identity now revealed crowning him with an 
illuminated nimbus of the golden sun like a ring of Saturn 
around his head. Open gates awaited him with transparent rays 
of the flaming dawn, his secret universe now alive with song as 
he ascended with solar wings, a Phoenix rising from the substrata 
of an earthly plane above the thirteenth aeon through crystalline 
courts to his throne of light to reign as king. 

The angels were no longer bleeding, the queen now 
weeping as she was embedded in the helix strands. There was a 
hushed silence as if the seventh seal was broken, time stopping, 
not a word spoken, the hourglass frozen with suspended sand. 

They lingered in enchantment as a burning star in an 
inertial heaven lost in invisible time. 

She held her Sol Invictus in her arms like a newborn god, 
the World Mother and her child divine. 
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A Fool for Twenty -Two & Pi 

" Above the cloud with its shadow is the star with its light. Above all 
things reverence thyself . " Thus spoke Pythagoras. 



It was December 22 nd . A new day had begun. Alec's 
old self had died. He was tranquillised and harmonised. A circle 
made whole, he was as transcendental as pi. The beginning and 
the end. As a trio of Alephs, a triad of Taus and thrice the Fool, 
he had recovered his balance. He showered and dressed then 
went downstairs to the library to continue typing out his story. 

A scroll and a rose lay upon the desk. He smiled as he surveyed 
the room, he was surrounded by books but true knowledge and 
wisdom was found within him. He brought the rose to his face 
to inhale her sweet fragrance. 

It was 1:08 PM when Alec finished writing his odd tale. It 
was a work that had truly come from something beyond himself. 
He wanted to get the file printed out on good quality book paper 
to match the same bond as the Querent's journal so he took the 
flash drive with him to Edinburgh. After the pages of his story 
were neatly printed and wrapped, he placed the package in the 
box he had brought with him that contained the 'Tales of Argot'. 



As he walked around the corner to head back towards the 
car park down the street his eyes beheld a black sign with gold 
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metallic letters that read, 'Cygnus Burnett Lowly, Antiques & 
Curiosities'. Alec put the palm of his hand on his forehead and 
laughed. Coincidences everywhere, he did not remember seeing 
the sign there on his way to the stationer, it just appeared from 
nowhere. 

He reached for the brass knob and the tinkling of a bell 
sounded as he entered through the black door. Alec surveyed 
the room and his attention was drawn to a lavishly carved wood 
desk on a platform in the display window. He noted the farrago 
lying on the desk, a pearl handled magnifying glass, a violin, a 
bronze statue of flying Mercury, a crystal and silver inkwell, a 
scrimshaw of ivory, and a beautifully hand painted beehive 
Limoges box with tiny porcelain bees crawling upon it as if in 
search of a rose, as well as a stack of old books. 

Alec went to the back of the shop and rang an old brass 
gong engraved with a dragon and a phoenix then set the box on 
the counter with the 'Tales of Argot' and his story inside. A man 
came out from behind the curtain and handed a box to Alec. 

"I trust you know the address where to mail this to its 
owner?" Cygnus Burnett Lowly asked and winked his eye. 

Alec looked in the box. It was the armillary that Utomere 
had purchased, or thought he had purchased. 

"Then you must be Cygnus, I have something for you." 
Alec pushed the box with the stories towards him. 
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Cygnus raised his brow and asked, "Tell me, knowing 
what you do now, would you have changed anything to avoid all 
the pain and suffering you had endured in your lifetime?" 

Alec did not have to think about it, he responded instantly 
to the question, "No. I would not have changed a thing about my 
life. It was the suffering that brought me my freedom. I needed 
to die in order to be reborn." 

Cygnus nodded his head and smiled. 

Alec asked, "Who are you exactly?" 

"I am one of the starguiders of the IAOM, we are Sun 
Lords, timewalkers, and you are now one of us." 

"The same as Rastus Dirge?" Alec asked. 

"Yes and many others besides, we travel the planes with a 
blink of an eye, the shop is just a doorway through time. Each 
uses their own talent, opens a store or provides a service to help 
our fellowman unfold a story of their own. You will find your 
talent soon. Just think about what you would like to do and steer 
your way through the stars," Cygnus explained to him. 

After climbing the Initiate's Ladder, Alec now understood 
the purpose of all beings. Emitte lucem et veritatem. He said 
farewell and walked down the street with a sphinx-like gaze and 
an all-knowing left-sided smile. Time was an illusion and he was 
just a reflection of God. The Fool evermore. 
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My Knights I hid you awaken 
To the light you have forsaken 
Still waits for you to claim her 
Though many have lost their fervour 
Return now to that straight road 
And claim your Kingly abode 
Come my Knights for love's dew 
To shower a dove above you 
I beseech the all-powerful force of man 
To raise up the Divine Feminine 
There is no need for your gaze to travel far 
Catch the light inside you I am your falling star. . . 
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Glossary 



Definitions 



Adumbral - Shadowy. 

Apraxia - Inability to make purposeful movements. 

Astonied - Dazed; bewildered; filled with consternation. 

Buzzkill - Something or someone that spoils an otherwise enjoyable event. 
Caliginous - Dark and misty, gloomy. 

Cinerarium - A niche for a funeral urn containing the ashes of the cremated dead. 

Contumelious - Insulting display of contempt in words or actions; contemptuous or 
humiliating treatment. Disdain, scorn, rudeness. 

Enantiomorph - Either one of a pair of compounds (crystals or molecules) that are 
mirror images on each other but are not identical. 

Epithumetical - Pertaining to sexual desire; sensual. 

Euneirophrenia - Peace of mind after a pleasant dream. 

Flimflammery - Deceptive, insincere or nonsense. 

Indicial - Pertaining to, or resembling an indication. 

Jamais vu - Mental confusion. The experience of being unfamiliar with a person or 
situation that is actually very familiar. 

Lacertilian - Of or relating to lizards. 

Leggiadrous - Light or graceful; in a light, delicate, and brisk style. (Musical) 
Librocubicularist - A person who reads in bed. 

Lugubrious - Mournful, dismal or gloomy. 




Glossary 



Obnubilating - To darken, obscure, to become cloudy. 

Olidous - Having a strong, disagreeable smell; fetid. 

Oniochalasia - Buying as a means of mental relaxation. 

Osseous - Composed of, containing, or resembling bone; bony. 

Polyandrion - A mass grave. 

Spaghettification - In astrophysics it is stretching and compression of objects into 
long thin shapes in a strong gravitational field near a black hole. 

Stentorian - Very loud or powerful in sound. 

Stichomancy - Divination by lines or passages of books taken at hazard. 
Ululating - Emit long loud cries, howl. 




Appendix A 



Latin Phrases 



Ad infinitessimum - Going on forever, forever in smallness. 

Ad infinitum - To infinity, continue forever. 

Ad lucem per amorem - To the Light through Love. 

Ad te levavi oculos - Unto thee lift I up mine eyes. 

Amor Est Magis Cognitvus Quam Cognitio - We know things better by Love than 
by Intellect. 

Amor vinci omnia - Love Conquers All. 

Anima Mundi - The Soul of the World. 

Ardet ut vivat - She burns that she may live. 

Aula lucis - The House of Light. 

Caput mortuum - Dead head. Human skull. 

Cave Ros Solis - Beware Sun Dew. Meat eating plant; insects. 

Cosmocrator - The Ruler of the World. The Devil. 

Descendendo ascendendo - Descend Ascend. 

Ecce Homo - Behold the Man. 

Emitte lucem et veritatem - Send out Light and Truth. 

Helluo librorum - A devourer of books; a Bookworm. 

Ignis Agua Origo Mundi - Fire; Water; Source, Spirit, Air; The World. 

In puris naturalibus - Completely naked. 
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Intelligent! pauca - Few words suffice for he who understands. 

I Tego Arcana Dei - I conceal the secrets of God. 

Jupiter Inlustris - Jupiter Himself the Shining Light. 

Lapsit exilis - Stone fallen from Heaven. 

Lux et veritas - Light and Truth. 

Memento mori - Reminder of mortality, death head. 

Mens est omnibus - The Mind is Everything. 

Mons Magorum Invisibilis - The invisible mount of the Magi. 

Mors ultima ratio - Death is the final accounting. 

Nam et ipsa scientia potestas es - Knowledge is Power. 

Ne Plus Ultra - The highest point, as of excellence or achievement; the ultimate. 
Nil nisi clavis deest - Nothing is wanting but the Key. 

Noli foras ire, in interiori homine habitat veritas - Don't go outside, truth lies 
within yourself. 

Noli irritare leones - Do not irritate the Lions. 

Non compos mentis - Not of sound mind. 

Nunquam dormio - Never sleep. 

Omnia ab Uno et in Unum Omnia - All is in One and One is in All. 

Ordo ab chao - Order from Chaos. 

Pulsanti Operietur - To him who knocks it shall be opened. 

Rex Mundi - King of the World. 
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Ros Coeli - Dew from Heaven. 

Sanguis draconis - Dragon's Blood. 

Si talia jungere possis sit tibi scire satis - If you can comprehend these things you 
know enough. 

Sol Invictus - Invincible Sun. 

Sub Silencio Sub Secreto - In Silence In Secret. 

Tempus fugit - Time Flies. 

Unio mystica - Mystical Union. 

Unitam logica falsa tuam philosophiam totam suffodiant - May faulty logic 
undermine your entire philosophy. 

Veritas Vos Liberabit - The Truth will set you Free. 

Vesica piscis - Oval shape, or composed of two arcs of circles. 

Vide Aude et Tace - To See, To Hear and be Silent. 

Vis inertiae - Unwillingness of change. Matter which resists change. Hard to set in 
motion what is still, or stop what is in motion unless acted on by some external force. 

Visita Interiora Terrae Rectificando Invenies Occultum Lapidem (V.I.T.R.I.O.L.) - 
By Visiting the Inside Earth, and Rectifying it, you will find the Hidden Stone. 
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